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Japan is aging rapidly, and its government has been groping with the implications of this profound social
change. In a pioneering study of postwar Japanese social policy, John Creighton Campbell traces the growth
from small beginnings to an elaborate and expensive set of pension, health care, employment, and social
service programs for older people. He argues that an understanding of policy change requires a careful
disentangling of social problems and how they come to be perceived, the invention (or borrowing) of policy
solutions, and conflicts and coalitions among bureaucrats, politicians, interest groups, and the general public.
The key to policy change has often been the strategies adopted by policy entrepreneurs to generate or
channel political energy. To make sense of all these complex processes, the author employs a new theory of
four "modes" of decision-making--cognitive, political, artifactual, and inertial. Campbell refutes the claim
that there is a unique "Japanese-style welfare state." Despite the big differences in cultural values, social
arrangements, economic priorities, and political control, government responsibility for the "aging-society
problem" is broadly similar to that in advanced Western nations. However, Campbell's account of how Japan
has taken on that responsibility raises new issues for our understanding of both Japanese politics and theories
of the welfare state.

Originally published in 1992.

The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available
previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These paperback
editions preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback
editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage
found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
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From reader reviews:

Dorcas Starling:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be consider if those
information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which one works to
believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then you have it
as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not happen
within you if you take How Policies Change: The Japanese Government and the Aging Society (Princeton
Legacy Library) as your daily resource information.

Phyllis Kelly:

The e-book with title How Policies Change: The Japanese Government and the Aging Society (Princeton
Legacy Library) includes a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of advantage after
read this book. This book exist new know-how the information that exist in this e-book represented the
condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This
kind of book will bring you inside new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your smart
phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Clara Bearden:

Reading a book to become new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you
examine a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on
what types of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel,
comics, and also soon. The How Policies Change: The Japanese Government and the Aging Society
(Princeton Legacy Library) provide you with new experience in studying a book.

Jane Moore:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay you can have
the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like How Policies Change: The
Japanese Government and the Aging Society (Princeton Legacy Library) which is keeping the e-book
version. So , try out this book? Let's see.
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