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M orethanadecadeago,combiningmulti plecl assi ?erswasproposedasap-

siblesol utiontotheprobl emsposedbythetraditional patternclassi ?cation

approachwhichinvol vedsel ectingthebestcl assi ?erfromasetof candi dates basedonthei rexperimental eval uation.
Asnoclassi ?eri sknowntobethebest forall casesandthesel ectionofthebestcl assi ?erforagivenpractical taskis
verydi ?cult,diverseresearchcommunities,includingMachinel earning,N-

ral Networks, PatternRecognition,andStati sti cs,addressedtheengineering

problemofhowtoexpl oitthestrengthswhil eavoi dingtheweaknessesof d- ferentdesigns.
Thisambitiousresearchtrendwasal somotivatedbyempirical

observationsaboutthecomplementarityofdi ?erentclassi ?erdesigns,natural

requirementsofinformationfusi onapplications,andintrinsi cdi ?cul tiesasso-

atedwiththeopti mal choi ceof somecl assi Zerdesignparameters,suchasthe

architectureandtheinitialwei ghtsforaneural network. Afteryearsofresearch,

thecombinationof multi pl ecl assi 7ershasbecomeawel | establi shedandexciting
researcharea,whichprovidese?ectivesol utionstodi ?cul tpatternrecognition problems.

Aconsiderabl ebodyofempirical evidencesupportsthemeritof-

signingcombi nedsy stemswhoseaccuracyi shigherthanthatof eachindividual

classi ?er,andvariousmethodsf orthegenerati onandthecombinationof m- tiplecl assi ?ershavebecomeavailable.
However,despitetheprovedutilityof multipleclassi ?ersystems,nogeneral answertotheoriginal questionaboutthe
possibilityofexpl oitingthestrengthswhil eavoi dingtheweaknessesof di ?erent classi ?erdesignshasyetemerged.
Otherfundamentali ssuesareal soamatterof on-goingresearchindi ?erentresearchcommunities.
Theresultsachievedd- ingthepastyearsareal sospreadoverdi ?erentresearchcommunities,andthis

makesitdi ?culttoexchangesuchresultsandpromotetheircross-fertilization.
Theacknowledgmentofthefundamental rol ethatthecreati onofacommon

international forumf orresearchersofthediversecommunitiescoul dplayfor

theadvancementofthisresearch?el dmotivatedthepresentseriesofwo- shopsonmultipleclassi ?ersystems.
Followingitspredecessors,MultipleCl- si?erSystems2000(Springerl SBN3-540-67704-
6)and2001(Springerl SBN 3-540-42284-6),thi svolumecontai nstheproceedingsoftheThirdinternational
WorkshoponM ultipleClassi ?er Systems(M CS2002),hel dattheGrandHotel
Chialaguna,Cagliari,Italy,ondune24-26,2002. The29paperssel ectedby

thesci enti ?ccommi tteehavebeenorgani zedi nsessi onsdeal ingwithbagging

andboosting,ensembl el earningandneural networks,combinationstrategies,

designmethodol ogies,analysi sandperformanceeval uation,andapplications.

Theworkshopprogramandthi svolumeareenrichedwiththreeinvitedtalks

givenbyJoydeepGhosh(Universityof Texas,USA), TrevorHastie(Stanford
University,USA),andSarunasRaudys(V il niusGediminasT echnical University, Lithuania).
Papersweresubmittedfromresearchersofthefourdiversecom-

niti es,socon?rmingthatthi sseri esofworkshopscanbecomeacommonforum VI Foreword
forexchangingviewsandreportinglatestresearchresults. Asfortheprevious

editions,thesigni ?cantnumberof papersdeal ingwithreal patternrecognition
applicationsareproofofthepractical utilityof multiplecl assi ?ersystems. This



workshopwassupportedbytheUniversityof Cagliari, | taly,theUniversityof
Surrey,Guildford,UnitedKingdom,andtheD epartmentof El ectricalandEl -
tronicEngineeringoftheUniversityof Cagliari. Allthesesupportsaregratefully acknowledged.

Weal sothankthel nternati onal A ssoci ati onf orPatternRecog-

tionanditsT echnical CommitteeT ClonStatisti cal PatternRecognitionTe- niquesforsponsoringM CS2002.
Wewishtoexpressourappreci ationtoal Ithose whohel pedtoorgani zeM CS2002.

Firstofall,wewoul dliketothankal lthe membersoftheSci enti 2cCommitteewhoseprofess
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From reader reviews:
Ann Davis:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name Multiple Classifier
Systems: Third International Workshop, MCS 2002, Cagliari, Italy, June 24-26, 2002. Proceedings (L ecture
Notes in Computer Science) suitable to you? Often the book was written by famous writer in this era.
Typically the book untitled Multiple Classifier Systems: Third International Workshop, MCS 2002, Cagliari,
Italy, June 24-26, 2002. Proceedings (L ecture Notes in Computer Science)is asingle of several books that
everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this guide
you will enter the new shape that you ever know prior to. The author explained their thought in the smple
way, consequently all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this book. This book will give you a
wide range of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world on this
book.

Jeffrey Peak:

People livein this new day time of lifestyle ways try to and must have the time or they will get lot of stress
from both everyday life and work. So, if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely of course.
People is human not arobot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are there when the spare time
coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading textbooks. It can be your aternative within spending your spare time, the book you have read is
actually Multiple Classifier Systems: Third International Workshop, MCS 2002, Cagliari, Italy, June 24-26,
2002. Proceedings (L ecture Notes in Computer Science).

Peter Robey:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its cover may doesn't work
isdifficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer might be Multiple Classifier Systems: Third International Workshop, MCS 2002,
Cagliari, Italy, June 24-26, 2002. Proceedings (L ecture Notes in Computer Science) why because the
excellent cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content
isactually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up
this book.

Margar et Holt:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just

watching TV 24 hours aday. Y ou can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Multiple Classifier Systems:



Third International Workshop, MCS 2002, Cagliari, Italy, June 24-26, 2002. Proceedings (L ecture Notesin
Computer Science) which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.
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