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We start out in the fifth grade workbook Fractions: Multiply and Divide by simplifying fractions. Since this
process is the opposite of making equivalent fractions, it should be relatively simple for students to
understand. We also use the same visual model as we would for making equivalent fractions, just backwards:
The pie pieces are joined together instead of split apart.

Next comes multiplying a fraction by a whole number. Since this can be solved by repeated addition, it is not
a difficult concept at all.

Multiplying a fraction by a fraction is first explained as taking a certain part of a fraction, in order to teach
the concept. After that, students are shown the usual shortcut for the multiplication of fractions.

Simplifying before multiplying is a process that is not absolutely necessary for fifth graders. I have included
it here because it prepares students for the same process in future algebra studies and because it makes
fraction multiplication easier. I have also tried to include explanations of why we are allowed to simplify
before multiplying. These explanations are actually proofs. I feel it is a great advantage for students to get
used to mathematical reasoning and proof methods well before they start high school geometry.

Then, we find the area of a rectangle with fractional side lengths, and show that the area is the same as it
would be found by multiplying the side lengths. Students multiply fractional side lengths to find areas of
rectangles, and represent fraction products as rectangular areas.

Students also multiply mixed numbers, and study how multiplication can be seen as resizing or scaling. This
means, for example, that the multiplication (2/3) × 18 km can be thought of as finding two-thirds of 18 km.

Next, we study division of fractions in special cases. The first one is seeing fractions as divisions; in other
words recognizing that 5/3 is the same as 5 ÷ 3. This of course gives us a means of dividing whole numbers
and getting fractional answers (for example, 20 ÷ 6 = 3 2/6).

Then students encounter sharing divisions with fractions. For example, if two people share equally 4/5 of a
pizza, how much will each person get? This is represented by the division (4/5) ÷ 2 = 2/5. Another case we
study is dividing unit fractions by whole numbers (such as (1/2) ÷4).

We also divide whole numbers by unit fractions, such as 6 ÷ (1/3). Students will solve these thinking how
many times the divisor “fits into” the dividend.

The last lesson is an introduction to ratios, and is optional. Ratios will be studied a lot in 6th and 7th grade,
especially in connection with proportions. We are laying the groundwork for that here.
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From reader reviews:

Darrell Guess:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time
to take a wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed
Fractions: Multiply and Divide Workbook? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You realize beside
you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with its opinion
or you have other opinion?

Rose Slagle:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if
you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience happy read one
along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the Fractions: Multiply and Divide
Workbook is kind of book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Lou Bryant:

The book Fractions: Multiply and Divide Workbook has a lot associated with on it. So when you make sure
to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous author. Tom makes
some research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you can find the point easily after
reading this book.

April Miller:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Fractions: Multiply and
Divide Workbook, you may enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still desire to miss it? What
kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout people. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on
its named reading friends.
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