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From the reign of Peter the Great, Russia's country estates were oases of barbarian splendour and personal
freedom in a vast, sparsely settled and authoritarian land. This work explores the vanished world of the
Russian country estate. It examines the aristocratic dwellings, discussing their origins, their design and
decoration, the social, family, and cultural life within their walls, and their physical demise after the 1917
revolution. In these enclaves, newly acquired European habits competed with age-old Russian tradition. The
nobility owned legions of serfs from brickmakers and gardeners to gilders and portrait painters whose labour
made possible a unique way of life. On some estates, serf theatres and harems reflected the owner's
unrestrained personal fantasy; on others, relations between lord and serf echoed the patriarchal values of the
Russian elite. Throughout the empire, the sights, sounds and realities of country life inspired both plans for
political and social reform and much of Russia's great art, literature and music. The emancipation of the serfs
in 1861 altered the dynamics of this life, but the cultural significance of the estate remained strong to the end
of the old regime. The Bolshevik revolution destroyed both the world of the estate and much of the evidence
about it. To recreate this lost world the author draws on sources including the physical remains of once grand
manor houses (many photographed for this book), the diaries and memoirs that chronicle a way of life that
was to perish, and the Russian art and literature that estate life produced and in which it was portrayed.
Juxtaposing images from art and from the novels of such literary giants as Turgenev and Tolstoy with the
real milieu that inspired them, this text is a portrait of Russian country life.
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From reader reviews:

Jaleesa Greenwood:

The e-book with title Life on the Russian Country Estate: A Social and Cultural History contains a lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This specific book exist
new know-how the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world at this
point. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This particular book will
bring you with new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you
can read that anywhere you want.

Luke Shaffer:

The book untitled Life on the Russian Country Estate: A Social and Cultural History contain a lot of
information on the idea. The writer explains the girl idea with easy approach. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was published by
famous author. The author will take you in the new time of literary works. It is easy to read this book
because you can keep reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book in anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site in addition
to order it. Have a nice go through.

Darren Custer:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
much easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book,
and soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you is Life on the Russian Country Estate: A Social and Cultural History this publication
consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. That book was represented how does the
world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Often the
writer made some exploration when he makes this book. This is why this book appropriate all of you.

Drew Dube:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of news.
With this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just seeking the Life on the Russian Country Estate: A Social and Cultural History when you necessary it?
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