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A rural expatriate’s struggle to reconcile family, home, love, and faith with the silence of the prairie
land and its people
 
Melanie Hoffert longs for her North Dakota childhood home, with its grain trucks and empty main streets. A
land where she imagines standing at the bottom of the ancient lake that preceded the prairie: crop rows
become the patterned sand ripples of the lake floor; trees are the large alien plants reaching for the light; and
the sky is the water’s vast surface, reflecting the sun. Like most rural kids, she followed the out-migration
pattern to a better life. The prairie is a hard place to stay—particularly if you are gay, and your home state is
the last to know.
 
For Hoffert, returning home has not been easy. When the farmers ask if she’s found a “fella,” rather than
explain that—actually—she dates women, she stops breathing and changes the subject. Meanwhile, as time
passes, her hometown continues to lose more buildings to decay, growing to resemble the mouth of an old
woman missing teeth. This loss prompts Hoffert to take a break from the city and spend a harvest season at
her family’s farm. While home, working alongside her dad in the shop and listening to her mom warn,
“Honey, you do not want to be a farmer,” Hoffert meets the people of the prairie. Her stories about returning
home and exploring abandoned towns are woven into a coming-of-age tale about falling in love, making
peace with faith, and belonging to a place where neighbors are as close as blood but are often unable to share
their deepest truths.
 
In this evocative memoir, Hoffert offers a deeply personal and poignant meditation on land and community,
taking readers on a journey of self-acceptance and reconciliation.
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From reader reviews:

Bradley Harshbarger:

The book Prairie Silence: A Memoir can give more knowledge and information about everything you want.
Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a book Prairie Silence: A Memoir? A number of you have a
different opinion about publication. But one aim this book can give many information for us. It is absolutely
appropriate. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you could
give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Prairie Silence: A Memoir has simple shape however
you know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by wide open and read
a book. So it is very wonderful.

Peggy Young:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Examining a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this Prairie Silence: A Memoir book
because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred %
guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Ruth Jones:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider any
time those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Prairie Silence: A Memoir as the daily resource
information.

David Wade:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition info. Even you love Prairie Silence: A Memoir, you are able to enjoy both. It is
great combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind
hangout men. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its called reading friends.
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