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Spanish America has produced numerous "folk saints" -- venerated figures regarded as miraculous but not
officially recognized by the Catholic Church. Some of these have huge national cults with hundreds --
perhaps millions -- of devotees. In this book Frank Graziano provides the first overview in any language of
these saints, offering in-depth studies of the beliefs, rituals, and devotions surrounding seven representative
figures. These case studies are illuminated by comparisons to some hundred additional saints from
contemporary Spanish America. Among the six primary cases are Difunta Correa, at whose shrines devotees
offer bottles of water and used auto parts in commemoration of her tragic death in the Argentinean desert.
Gaucho Gil is only one of many gaucho saints, whose characteristic narrative involves political injustice and
Robin-Hood crimes on behalf of the exploited people. The widespread cult of the Mexican saint Nino
Fidencio is based on faith healing performed by devotees who channel his powers. Nino Compadrito is an
elegantly dressed skeleton of a child, whose miraculous powers are derived in part from an Andean belief in
the power of the skull of one who has suffered a tragic death. Graziano draws upon site visits and extensive
interviews with devotees, archival material, media reports, and documentaries to produce vivid portraits of
these fascinating popular movements. In the process he sheds new light on the often fraught relationship
between orthodox Catholicism and folk beliefs and on an important and little-studied facet of the dynamic
culture of contemporary Spanish America.
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From reader reviews:

Sheri Furlong:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Cultures of Devotion: Folk Saints of Spanish America. Try to stumble
through book Cultures of Devotion: Folk Saints of Spanish America as your buddy. It means that it can being
your friend when you truly feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than ever before.
Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can
know everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Jorge Raines:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Cultures of Devotion: Folk Saints of
Spanish America e-book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that could be
understand by anyone who have read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
writing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still skepticism Cultures of Devotion:
Folk Saints of Spanish America as good book not only by the cover but also by content. This is one e-book
that can break don't assess book by its deal with, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick
this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more
sixth sense.

Jack Morgan:

This Cultures of Devotion: Folk Saints of Spanish America is great book for you because the content that is
certainly full of information for you who else always deal with world and still have to make decision every
minute. That book reveal it details accurately using great plan word or we can claim no rambling sentences
in it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight
forward sentences but difficult core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Cultures of
Devotion: Folk Saints of Spanish America in your hand like getting the world in your arm, facts in it is not
ridiculous 1. We can say that no publication that offer you world inside ten or fifteen minute right but this
book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that will?

Shantel McCary:

Within this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you should
do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of the
books in the top record in your reading list will be Cultures of Devotion: Folk Saints of Spanish America.
This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious person. By
looking way up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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