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"Once Upon a Time in Jerusalem" tells the saga of a Palestinian family living in Jerusalem during the British
mandate, and its fate in the diaspora following the establishment of the state of Israel in 1948. The story is
told by two voices: a mother, who was a child in Jerusalem in the 1930s, and her daughter, who comments
on her mother's narrative. The real hero of the narrative, however, is the family home in Old Jerusalem,
which was built in the 15th century and which still stands today. Within its walls lived the various members
of the extended family whose stories the narrative reveals: parents, children, stepmothers, stepsisters, aunts
and uncles, nieces and cousins. This is no idealized, nostalgic narrative of perfect characters or an idyllic
past, but a truthful rendition of family life under occupation, in a holy city that was conservative to the
extreme. Against a backdrop of violence, much social history is revealed as an authoritarian father, a
submissive mother, brothers who were resistance fighters, and an imaginative child struggled to lead a
normal life among enemies. That became impossible in 1948, when the narrator, by then a young girl
studying in Beirut, realized she could not go home. She traveled to Cairo, where she had to start a new life
under difficult conditions, and reconcile herself to the idea of exile. Narrated in a terse, matter-of-fact tone,
"Once Upon a Time in Jerusalem" is a bildungsroman in which the child is initiated into loss and despair,
and a life about which little is known. The book shows a city of the 1930s from a new perspective: a
cosmopolitan Jerusalem where people from all nations and faiths worshiped, married and lived together,
until such co-existence came to an end and a new order was enforced.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Cauley:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Once upon a Time in Jerusalem: "Once Upon a Time in Jerusalem" tells the
saga of a Palestinian family living in Jerusalem during the British mandate, and ... story is told by two
voices: a mother, who. Try to make book Once upon a Time in Jerusalem: "Once Upon a Time in Jerusalem"
tells the saga of a Palestinian family living in Jerusalem during the British mandate, and ... story is told by
two voices: a mother, who as your close friend. It means that it can being your friend when you really feel
alone and beside those of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs.
The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let
us make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Robert Thompson:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Once upon a Time in Jerusalem:
"Once Upon a Time in Jerusalem" tells the saga of a Palestinian family living in Jerusalem during the British
mandate, and ... story is told by two voices: a mother, who book because this book offers you rich data and
knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably
know this.

Christopher Levi:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their story
or even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their skill
in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of them is this Once upon
a Time in Jerusalem: "Once Upon a Time in Jerusalem" tells the saga of a Palestinian family living in
Jerusalem during the British mandate, and ... story is told by two voices: a mother, who.

Jose Chapman:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know



everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This guide Once upon a Time in Jerusalem: "Once Upon a Time in Jerusalem" tells the saga
of a Palestinian family living in Jerusalem during the British mandate, and ... story is told by two voices: a
mother, who was filled with regards to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your
research competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big
selling point of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like at this point, many
ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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