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Conventional wisdom holds that John F. Kennedy was the first celebrity president, in no small part because
of his innate television savvy. But, as Kathryn Brownell shows, Kennedy capitalized on a tradition and style
rooted in California politics and the Hollywood studio system. Since the 1920s, politicians and professional
showmen have developed relationships and built organizations, institutionalizing Hollywood styles,
structures, and personalities in the American political process. Brownell explores how similarities developed
between the operation of a studio, planning a successful electoral campaign, and ultimately running an
administration. Using their business and public relations know-how, figures such as Louis B. Mayer, Bette
Davis, Jack Warner, Harry Belafonte, Ronald Reagan, and members of the Rat Pack made Hollywood
connections an asset in a political world being quickly transformed by the media. Brownell takes readers
behind the camera to explore the negotiations and relationships that developed between key Hollywood
insiders and presidential candidates from Dwight Eisenhower to Bill Clinton, analyzing how entertainment
replaced party spectacle as a strategy to raise money, win votes, and secure success for all those involved.
She demonstrates how Hollywood contributed to the rise of mass-mediated politics, making the twentieth
century not just the age of the political consultant, but also the age of showbiz politics.
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From reader reviews:

Samual Larkin:

Here thing why this particular Showbiz Politics: Hollywood in American Political Life are different and
reputable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of the usb
ports which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Showbiz Politics: Hollywood in American Political
Life giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no
reserve that similar with Showbiz Politics: Hollywood in American Political Life. It gives you thrill
examining journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is
probably can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even
in your technique home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe
the form of Showbiz Politics: Hollywood in American Political Life in e-book can be your substitute.

Terrance Oneal:

Often the book Showbiz Politics: Hollywood in American Political Life has a lot details on it. So when you
check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous author. This articles
author makes some research before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you will get the
point easily after looking over this book.

Margaret Honig:

You may spend your free time to study this book this book. This Showbiz Politics: Hollywood in American
Political Life is simple to bring you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you
did not have much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you
quicker to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will
get when one buys this book.

James Fong:

You can find this Showbiz Politics: Hollywood in American Political Life by browse the bookstore or Mall.
Just viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of
this reserve are various. Not only by simply written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by simply e-
book. In the modern era including now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your publication. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose correct
ways for you.
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