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Here is a lively study of marriage and the family during the Reformation, primarily in Gemany and
Switzerland, that dispels the commonly held notion of fathers as tyrannical and families as loveless.Did
husbands and wives love one another in Reformation Europe? Did the home and family life matter to most
people? In this wide-ranging work, Steven Ozment has gathered the answers of contemporaries to these
questions. His subject is the patriarchal family in Germany and Switzerland, primarily among Protestants.
But unlike modern scholars from Philippe Arics to Lawrence Stone, Ozment finds the fathers of early
modern Europe sympathetic and even admirable. They were not domineering or loveless men, nor were their
homes the training ground for passive citizenry in an age of political absolutism. From prenatal care to
graveside grief, they expressed deep love for their wives and children. Rather than a place where women and
children were bullied by male chauvinists, the Protestant home was the center of a domestic reform
movement against Renaissance antifeminism and was an attempt to resolve the crises of family life.
Demanding proper marriages for all women, Martin Luther and his followers suppressed convents and
cloisters as the chief institutions of womankind's sexual repression, cultural deprivation, and male clerical
domination. Consent, companionship, and mutual respect became the watchwords of marriage. And because
they did, genuine divorce and remarriage became possible among Christians for the first time.

This graceful book restores humanity to the Reformation family and to family history.
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From reader reviews:

Geraldine Carlson:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book When Fathers Ruled: Family Life in
Reformation Europe (Studies in Cultural History) will make you to always be smarter. You can feel more
confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think this open or reading any book make
you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or
appropriate book with you?

Dora Dickey:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different
to fill your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to consider
look for book, may be the e-book untitled When Fathers Ruled: Family Life in Reformation Europe (Studies
in Cultural History) can be great book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Mary Moore:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may doesn't work here
is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside seem likes.
Maybe you answer could be When Fathers Ruled: Family Life in Reformation Europe (Studies in Cultural
History) why because the amazing cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint
an individual. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Leah Humphries:

E-book is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. With
the book When Fathers Ruled: Family Life in Reformation Europe (Studies in Cultural History) we can
consider more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To get creative person must like to read a
book. Merely choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with
that book When Fathers Ruled: Family Life in Reformation Europe (Studies in Cultural History). You can
more appealing than now.
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