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Latent Destinies examines the formation of postmodern sensibilities and their relationship to varieties of
paranoia that have been seen as widespread in this century. Despite the fact that the Cold War has ended and
the threat of nuclear annihilation has been dramatically lessened by most estimates, the paranoia that has
characterized the period has not gone away. Indeed, it is as if—as O’Donnell suggests—this paranoia has
been internalized, scattered, and reiterated at a multitude of sites: Oklahoma City, Waco, Ruby Ridge,
Bosnia, the White House, the United Nations, and numerous other places.
O’Donnell argues that paranoia on the broadly cultural level is essentially a narrative process in which
history and postmodern identity are negotiated simultaneously. The result is an erasure of historical
temporality—the past and future become the all-consuming, self-aware present. To explain and exemplify
this, O’Donnell looks at such books and films as Libra, JFK, The Crying of Lot 49, The Truman Show,
Reservoir Dogs, Empire of the Senseless, Oswald’s Tale, The Executioner’s Song, Underworld, The Killer
Inside Me, and Groundhog Day. Organized around the topics of nationalism, gender, criminality, and
construction of history, Latent Destinies establishes cultural paranoia as consonant with our contradictory
need for multiplicity and certainty, for openness and secrecy, and for mobility and historical stability.
Demonstrating how imaginative works of novels and films can be used to understand the postmodern
historical condition, this book will interest students and scholars of American literature and cultural studies,
postmodern theory, and film studies.
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From reader reviews:

Hector Hartung:

The book Latent Destinies: Cultural Paranoia and Contemporary U.S. Narrative (New Americanists) can
give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a very
important thing like a book Latent Destinies: Cultural Paranoia and Contemporary U.S. Narrative (New
Americanists)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim in which book can
give many facts for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or facts
that you take for that, you could give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Latent Destinies:
Cultural Paranoia and Contemporary U.S. Narrative (New Americanists) has simple shape but the truth is
know: it has great and large function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by wide open and
read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Donald Jefferies:

This Latent Destinies: Cultural Paranoia and Contemporary U.S. Narrative (New Americanists) is great
guide for you because the content which is full of information for you who always deal with world and also
have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it info accurately using great coordinate word or we
can say no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole details in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tricky core information with beautiful
delivering sentences. Having Latent Destinies: Cultural Paranoia and Contemporary U.S. Narrative (New
Americanists) in your hand like finding the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one particular. We
can say that no guide that offer you world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this reserve already do that. So ,
this is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that will?

Billy Stinson:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Latent Destinies:
Cultural Paranoia and Contemporary U.S. Narrative (New Americanists) which is having the e-book version.
So , try out this book? Let's see.

Kent Moore:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can
know everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This book Latent Destinies: Cultural Paranoia and Contemporary U.S. Narrative
(New Americanists) was filled regarding science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your
research competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big



good thing about a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like right now, many
ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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