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This memoir tells the intimate story of what happens when a white American becomes fully immersed in a
world that is totally foreign to her through the most intimate connection imaginable - a marriage that is both
interracial and cross-cultural. When Gail, a white preacher's daughter from the Midwest, married Mark
Mathabane, a black South African writer battling apartheid, she had no idea what lay in store for her. Boldly
crossing both racial and cultural lines to marry the man she loved, she found herself plunged into a confusing
world where she was shunned by some whites as a traitor to her race, and where she could not speak the
language of her in-laws. From the start of her journey - a honeymoon trip with six African in-laws tagging
along - Gail has to confront both racism and her own self doubts as she comes to terms with the changing
course of her life. As she overcomes one hurdle after another, gradually gaining confidence and a deeper
understanding of the insidious nature of racial injustice, Gail peels back the layers of American society and
shines a light on hidden truths. Along the way, she reveals the wisdom of her long-suffering mother-in-law,
whom she calls "Mhani" ("Mother" in Tsonga), and provides a rare glimpse inside South Africa in the days
leading up to Nelson Mandela's release from prison. Gail takes the reader on an eye-opening journey into the
heart of Alexandra Township. Many strong characters emerge in this heartfelt memoir, including the many
young women who call Gail "Skwiza" (sister-in-law in Tsonga). Having grown up without sisters, she gains
five African sisters through marriage, plus one African brother, and a horde of African in-laws, uncles and
aunties. They welcome her into their large, close-knit family with open arms, despite the legacy of apartheid
that has nearly torn their homeland apart. This memoir is a testament to what it means to belong to a family,
and the courage it takes to be truly human.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Pippin:

This Skwiza: A Memoir are usually reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The reason of
this Skwiza: A Memoir can be one of several great books you must have is actually giving you more than
just simple reading food but feed a person with information that possibly will shock your prior knowledge.
This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in e-book and
printed ones. Beside that this Skwiza: A Memoir forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example
rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day action. So , let's
have it and luxuriate in reading.

Betty Edmond:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to
beach, or picnic inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to
something different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to
fill your totally free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should
read. If you want to test look for book, may be the book untitled Skwiza: A Memoir can be fine book to read.
May be it could be best activity to you.

Jimmy Miller:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't work
at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer is usually Skwiza: A Memoir why because the excellent cover that
make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is usually
fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Victoria Austin:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but novel and Skwiza: A Memoir as well as others sources were given
knowledge for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science
publication was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those guides are helping them to bring
their knowledge. In various other case, beside science guide, any other book likes Skwiza: A Memoir to
make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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