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In 1853, France annexed the Melanesian islands of New Caledonia to establish a convict colony and strategic
port of call. Unlike other European settler dominated countries in the Pacific, the territory s indigenous
people remained more numerous than immigrants for over a century. Despite military conquest, land
dispossession, and epidemics, its thirty language groups survived on tribal reserves and nurtured customary
traditions and identities. In addition, colonial segregation into the racial category of canaques helped them to
find new unity. When neighboring anglophone colonies began to decolonize in the 1960s, France retained
tight control of New Caledonia for its nickel reserves, reversing earlier policies that had granted greater
autonomy for the islands. Anticolonial protest movements culminated in the 1980s Kanak revolt, after which
two negotiated peace accords resulted in autonomy in a progressive form and officially recognized Kanak
identity for the first time. But the near-parity of settlers and Kanak continues to make nation-building a
challenging task, despite a 1998 agreement among Kanak and settlers to seek a common destiny.

This study examines the rise in New Caledonia of rival identity formations that became increasingly
polarized in the 1970s and examines in particular the emergence of activist discourses in favor of Kanak
cultural nationalism and land reform, multiracial progressive sovereignty, or a combination of both
aspirations. Most studies of modern New Caledonia focus on the violent 1980s uprising, which left deep
scars on local memories and identities. Yet the genesis of that rebellion began with a handful of university
students who painted graffiti on public buildings in 1969, and such activists discussed many of the same
issues that face the country s leadership today. After examining the historical, cultural, and intellectual
background of that movement, this work draws on new research in public and private archives and
interviews with participants to trace the rise of a nationalist movement that ultimately restored self-
government and legalized indigenous aspirations for sovereignty in a local citizenship with its own symbols.
Kanak now govern two out of three provinces and have an important voice in the Congress of New
Caledonia, but they are a slight demographic minority. Their quest for nationhood must achieve consensus
with the immigrant communities, much as the founders of the independence movement in the 1970s
recommended.

''This is a very valuable contribution to the literature on New Caledonia's recent history and the search for
Kanak identity in a world of decolonization. The author shows an excellent command of the literature, not
only the discussions leading up to the Melanesia 2000 event but the long archaeological and anthropological
record. It is a valuable synthesis of the ways in which the political and the cultural have connected to
produce and interesting experiment of decolonization without independence.'' --John Kim Munholland,
Professor Emeritus, Department of History, University of Minnesota

''Questions about the future form of Kanaky/New Caledonia as a nation will be of increasing importance as
the end of the Nouméa Accord approaches and are likely to generate a level of regional if not international
interest. In this regard, The Kanak Awakening has the potential to make an important contribution, putting
recent and future debates about New Caledonia's status, sovereignty, and nationhood into a broader historical
context.'' --Adrian Muckle, School of History, Philosophy, Political Science & International Relations,
Victoria University of Wellington
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From reader reviews:

Shari Yung:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be consider while those
information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously which one
works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then you
obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not
happen with you if you take The Kanak Awakening: The Rise of Nationalism in New Caledonia (Pacific
Islands Monograph Series) as the daily resource information.

Anna Lewis:

The reserve with title The Kanak Awakening: The Rise of Nationalism in New Caledonia (Pacific Islands
Monograph Series) has a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of help after read this
book. This kind of book exist new information the information that exist in this reserve represented the
condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world.
This specific book will bring you inside new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your
smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Katie Cardiel:

The book untitled The Kanak Awakening: The Rise of Nationalism in New Caledonia (Pacific Islands
Monograph Series) contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy
approach. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to
read it. The book was written by famous author. The author gives you in the new time of literary works. It is
possible to read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book
with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-
site and also order it. Have a nice examine.

Duncan Houghton:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get it
in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific The Kanak Awakening: The Rise of
Nationalism in New Caledonia (Pacific Islands Monograph Series) can give you a lot of pals because by you
considering this one book you have factor that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person.
This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information
that might be your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than other make you to be great individuals.
So , why hesitate? Let me have The Kanak Awakening: The Rise of Nationalism in New Caledonia (Pacific
Islands Monograph Series).
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