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In post-World War I America, teeming as it was with magazines, newspapers, radio broadcasts and movies,
many feared that the survival of traditional, serious books was in peril. This concern led to a publishing
boom in fine editions; books valued primarily for their beauty, craftsmanship, extravagance, status, or
scarcity. Beauty and the Book is a lively cultural history of the explosion in demand for these deluxe books
during the 1920s and 1930s. Megan L. Benton argues that the clamour to own fine books reflected the
anxieties and desires of those who mourned the rise of a modern mass culture. For them, such volumes not
only affirmed a preindustrial ideal but also imparted social distinction and cultural superiority. Benton
combines new archival research with a close examination of three hundred fine editions of the period. In
theory, fine bookmakers were devoted to beauty and quality and were unwilling to compromise with
machinery, popular taste, or concern for profit. But such ideal standards were nearly impossible to maintain.
Paradoxically, fine publishers' ostensible indifference to commercial considerations was one of their most
prized and lucrative products for sale. This book illuminates the interplay between the ideal and real nature
of fine publishing as well as the complex nature of American cultural ambitions during this pivotal era.
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From reader reviews:

Meagan Shaffer:

Here thing why this Beauty and the Book: Fine Editions and Cultural Distinction in America (Henry
McBride Series in Modernism and Modernity) are different and trusted to be yours. First of all studying a
book is good however it depends in the content from it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Beauty
and the Book: Fine Editions and Cultural Distinction in America (Henry McBride Series in Modernism and
Modernity) giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any publication out there
but there is no publication that similar with Beauty and the Book: Fine Editions and Cultural Distinction in
America (Henry McBride Series in Modernism and Modernity). It gives you thrill looking at journey, its
open up your current eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened
around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your means home by train.
Should you be having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Beauty and the Book: Fine
Editions and Cultural Distinction in America (Henry McBride Series in Modernism and Modernity) in e-
book can be your choice.

Thelma Burke:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get large
amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the particular book
you have read is Beauty and the Book: Fine Editions and Cultural Distinction in America (Henry McBride
Series in Modernism and Modernity).

Gilbert Westmoreland:

Beauty and the Book: Fine Editions and Cultural Distinction in America (Henry McBride Series in
Modernism and Modernity) can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. We all recommend that
straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy
to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her
effort that will put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Beauty and the Book: Fine Editions and
Cultural Distinction in America (Henry McBride Series in Modernism and Modernity) but doesn't forget the
main stage, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource data that maybe you can be certainly
one of it. This great information could drawn you into fresh stage of crucial thinking.

Jennifer David:

A lot of guide has printed but it is unique. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is named of book Beauty



and the Book: Fine Editions and Cultural Distinction in America (Henry McBride Series in Modernism and
Modernity). You can add your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could possibly add your
knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about e-book. It can
bring you from one location to other place.
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