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Bachelors, Bastards, and Nomadic Masculinity is, firstly, a thematic exploration of bachelor figures and male
bastards in literary works by Guy de Maupassant and Andre Gide. The coupling of Maupassant and Gide is
appropriate for such an analysis, not only because of their mutual treatment of illegitimacy, but also because
each writer represents varieties of bachelors and bastards from disparate social classes and subcultures, each
writing during contiguous moments of socio-legal changes particularly related to divorce law and women's
rights, which consequently have great influence on the legal destiny of illegitimate or "natural" children.
Napoleon's Civil Code of 1804 provides the legal (patriarchal) framework for the period of this study of
illegitimacy, from about 1870 to 1925. The Civil Code saw numerous changes during this period. The
Naquet Law of 1884, which reestablished limited legal divorce, represents the central socio-legal event of the
turn of the century in matters of legitimacy, whereas the Franco-Prussian War of 1870 and the First World
War furnish chronological bookends for this book. Besides through history, law, and sociology, this book
treats illegitimacy through the lens of various branches of gender and sexual theory, particularly the study of
masculinities, and a handful of other important critical theories, most importantly those of Michel Foucault,
Eve Sedgwick, Todd Reeser, Charles Stivale, and Gilles Deleuze and Felix Guattari. Bachelors and bastards
are two principal players in the representation of illegitimacy in Maupassant and Gide, but this study
considers the theme of illegitimacy as extended beyond simple questions of legitimate versus illegitimate
children. The male bastard is only one of the "Counterfeit" characters examined in these authors' fictional
texts. This book is divided into three parts which consider specific thematic elements of their "bastard
narratives". Part One frames the representation in fiction of bachelor figures and how they contribute to, or
the roles they play in, instances of illegitimacy. Part Two springs from and develops the metaphor of the
"counterfeit coin," whether represented by a bastard son, an affected schoolboy, a false priest, or a
pretentious litterateur. Part Three explains the concept of "nomadic masculine" practices; such practices
include nomadic styles of masculinity development as well as the bastard's nomadism.
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From reader reviews:

Jeff Wheeler:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this
point, people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual
crowded place and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have
underestimated this for a while is reading. That's why, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise
then having chance to remain than other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of
book, we give you this Bachelors, Bastards, and Nomadic Masculinity: Illegitimacy in Guy de Maupassant
and Andre Gide book as beginning and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a
book.

Jon Pittenger:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Bachelors, Bastards, and
Nomadic Masculinity: Illegitimacy in Guy de Maupassant and Andre Gide that give your entertainment
preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as
the opportinity for people to know world considerably better then how they react to the world. It can't be
explained constantly that reading routine only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to
become success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as your good habit, you are able to
pick Bachelors, Bastards, and Nomadic Masculinity: Illegitimacy in Guy de Maupassant and Andre Gide
become your own starter.

Valerie Smith:

Beside that Bachelors, Bastards, and Nomadic Masculinity: Illegitimacy in Guy de Maupassant and Andre
Gide in your phone, it might give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The
information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from the oven so don't be worry if you feel like
an previous people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Bachelors, Bastards, and Nomadic
Masculinity: Illegitimacy in Guy de Maupassant and Andre Gide because this book offers for your
requirements readable information. Do you often have book but you seldom get what it's interesting features
of. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be
questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book as
well as read it from at this point!

Linda Barefoot:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Bachelors, Bastards, and Nomadic
Masculinity: Illegitimacy in Guy de Maupassant and Andre Gide can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a



book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is
common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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