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For readers interested in political theory and political activism, as well as anyone puzzled by the
persistence of theistic conviction in the modern world, this critique of religious belief provides
insightful analysis. 

In light of rational standards for belief acceptance that are universally acknowledged in enlightened circles,
theistic convictions are deeply problematic. Thus it is not surprising that some of the most important heirs of
the Enlightenment tradition—Ludwig Feuerbach, Émile Durkheim, Sigmund Freud, and Friedrich
Nietzsche—wondered, implicitly, why belief in God persists and even flourishes among those who should
and in some sense do know better.

This book provides fresh insight into the work of those thinkers by reflecting on the explanations they
proffered and on their explanatory strategies. For all their many differences, their respective explanations
share a common core and are driven by a similar (largely unelaborated) normative commitment. On Levine’s
account, believers today believe in bad faith—in other words, they evince a fundamental intellectual
dishonesty. If only for this reason, they merit reproach, even in the comparatively rare instances when "faith
perspectives" do more good than harm.

From this standpoint, the author reflects on the liberal turn in the so-called Abrahamic religions (Judaism,
Christianity, and Islam) and depicts liberal religion as a vehicle of exit for those who implicitly acknowledge
the untenability of the beliefs they profess, yet are unable or unwilling to face this reality squarely. He argues
that liberal religion is therefore a transitory phenomenon, albeit one that has survived for a long time and that
is not about to expire soon. Levine then faults the religious Left on this account, arguing that even in those
historically rare conditions where bad faith motivates welcome political engagement, it is nevertheless
undermined by its deep inauthenticity.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:

Marcus Galvan:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book In Bad Faith: What's Wrong With The Opium Of The
People. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Given that we know about how is
important any book In Bad Faith: What's Wrong With The Opium Of The People. You can add information
and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can realize
everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple factor
until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, you can open a book as well as searching by internet
system. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's learn.

Thelma Scott:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than other is high. For
you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of In Bad Faith: What's Wrong
With The Opium Of The People book as basic and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater
than just a book.

Glenn Wallin:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy your short
time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need more time to be read. In Bad Faith: What's
Wrong With The Opium Of The People can be your answer as it can be read by a person who have those
short spare time problems.

Robert Stewart:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we
know those books have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. From the book In Bad Faith: What's Wrong With The Opium Of The People we can consider more
advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative person must like to read a book. Just simply
choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this time book
In Bad Faith: What's Wrong With The Opium Of The People. You can more pleasing than now.
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