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The Gesamtkunstwerk ('total work of art'), once a key concept in Wagner studies, has become problematic.
This book sheds light on this conundrum by first tracing the development of the concept in the 19th century
through selected examples, some of which include combinations of different art forms. It then focuses on the
culmination of the Gesamtkunstwerk in Wagner's theories and in the practice of his late music dramas, of
which Der Ring des Nibelungen is the most complete representation. Finally, the book contrasts the view of
the Ring as a fusion of dramatic text and music with the 20th century trend towards Deconstruction in
Wagnerian productions and the importance of Régie. Against this trend a case is made here for a fresh
critical approach and a reconsideration of the nature and basis for the fundamental unity which has hitherto
been widely perceived in Wagner's Ring. Approaches through Leitmotiv alone are no longer acceptable.
However, in conjunction with another principle, Moment, which Wagner insisted on combining with Motive,
these can be ingeniously 'staged' and steered to dramatic ends by means of musical dynamics and expressive
devices such as accumulation. Analysis of the two Erda scenes demonstrates how this complex combination
of resources acts as a powerful means of fusion of the musical and dramatic elements in the Ring and
confirms its status as a Gesamtkunstwerk.
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From reader reviews:

Malissa Conlin:

The book The Quest for the Gesamtkunstwerk and Richard Wagner can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a very important thing
like a book The Quest for the Gesamtkunstwerk and Richard Wagner? A few of you have a different opinion
about reserve. But one aim that will book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to
closer using your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you could give for each other; you are able
to share all of these. Book The Quest for the Gesamtkunstwerk and Richard Wagner has simple shape
however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open and
read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

John Lyons:

The publication with title The Quest for the Gesamtkunstwerk and Richard Wagner contains a lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This particular book exist
new know-how the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world right now.
That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you in new
era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you
want.

Nancy Hartsell:

The Quest for the Gesamtkunstwerk and Richard Wagner can be one of your starter books that are good idea.
We all recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that may increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The author
giving his/her effort to set every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing The Quest for the
Gesamtkunstwerk and Richard Wagner nevertheless doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the
hottest and also based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great
information may drawn you into completely new stage of crucial contemplating.

Jose Holmes:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This specific The Quest for the Gesamtkunstwerk and Richard
Wagner can give you a lot of close friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have thing that
they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to
get success. This book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than
various other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let us have The Quest for the
Gesamtkunstwerk and Richard Wagner.
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