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Secretary of War Elihu Root, during his speech at the dedication of the first Army War College, charged the
institution with its enduring mission. War College graduates, he said, should be educated in the skills that
would enable them -to preserve peace by intelligent and adequate preparation and, if called upon, be fully
capable of applying their education -to repel aggression. Attainment of these ends would be achieved -
through studying and conferring on the great problems of national defense, military science and responsible
command. Thoughtful study on war, the ultimate application of military force to achieve political ends, is
normally undertaken in an academic setting, such as in the seminar room. One may also consider war in all
its complexity on the great battlefields of history, where in a few hours or days and in the confines of several
square miles, issues of policy and strategy, operations and tactics were contested by armies, ably or poorly
led. Thoughtful and informed discussions about the battle of Gettysburg, a discrete tactical event embedded
within a campaign, can lead to insights on the complexities associated with the employment of military
power to achieve strategic ends. General Robert E. Lee, in this instance, sought to secure independence for
the Confederacy by winning a military victory in Pennsylvania, which would in turn, lead to a favorable
political settlement of the war. His opponent, General George G. Meade, sought to prevent this, and in so
doing to preserve the Union. As tactical and operational decisions were made throughout the battle and
campaign, the political ends for which the Civil War was being fought shaped and determined decisions at
all levels of war. We can benefit from studying the Gettysburg Campaign by carefully and thoughtfully
examining decisions made by the respective political leaders directing the war, and those of field
commanders directing actions on the battlefield. Armed with even a limited knowledge of the personalities
involved and the conditions extant on the field, we can arrive at informed judgments on the thinking that was
done and the decisions that were made affecting the outcome of the battle. Critical thinking, in other words,
is the order of the day. Carl von Clausewitz, the 19th century Prussian military theorist, reminds us that when
engaged in critical thinking one must not only find fault with what was done, but one must also propose
alternatives not taken, and these too must be rigorously examined. What better course of action could have
been taken? If the best course of action was the one executed, why did it succeed, or fail?
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From reader reviews:

Donald Cauley:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading routine give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of e-book you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want
truly feel happy read one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the Gettysburg: A Study in
Command is kind of guide which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Joseph Herbst:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new info. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of various ways
to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the story
how the figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When you read
this Gettysburg: A Study in Command, it is possible to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours
guide. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a guide.

Myrta Bundy:

The particular book Gettysburg: A Study in Command has a lot associated with on it. So when you check out
this book you can get a lot of help. The book was written by the very famous author. The author makes some
research ahead of write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can get the point easily after
perusing this book.

Elizabeth Villalobos:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Gettysburg: A Study in Command, it is
possible to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type
is it? Oh occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its named reading friends.
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