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The Catholic literary revival in America refers both to the impact of the modern resurgence in European
Catholic thought and letters upon the American Church between 1920 and 1960, and to efforts by American
Catholic educational and literary leaders to induce a similar flowering of Catholic life and culture in their
own country. Arnold Sparr examines those areas of Catholic thought and culture that most concerned
educated American Catholics, critics, and cultural leaders between 1920 and 1960: the renaissance in
Catholic literary, theological, philosophical, and social thought; its application to modern economic, social,
and intellectual problems; and the growth and development of the twentieth century Catholic novel. He
contends that the movement had both intellectual and organizational aspects. It represented not only an
awakening of American Catholics to their modern intellectual and cultural heritage, but a movement by a
self-conscious American Catholic cultural community to realize its own share of modern Catholic thinkers,
writers, and poets.

Sparr maintains that American Catholic intellectual and cultural life between 1920 and 1960 was driven by
three forces: to promote the intellectual standing of American Catholicism, to defend the Catholic faith and
its adherents from detractors, and to redeem what was seen as a drifting and fragmented secular culture. He
divides the book into three sections, each corresponding to separate phases of the American Catholic literary
revival. Organization and Development, 1920-1935 treats the socio-cultural antecedents of the revival and
the self-conscious attempts of the revival's early Jesuit leaders to build a Catholic intellectual presence in
America. Part two, Transformation, 1935-1955, addresses the shift in Catholic revivalist thought from the
confrontational literary-philosophical postures of the 1920s and early 1930s to more positive understandings
of Catholic faith and practice. Finally, Dissolution, the 1950s and After chronicles the eclipse of the revival,
resulting from a reactivation of the Catholic intellectualism issues, increasing concerns about professionalism
within Catholic academia, and liberal Catholic association of the revival with so-called ghetto culture. Parts
one and two conclude with chapters on the American Catholic novel; the search for the Great American
Catholic novel, an important element of the revival, provides an organization framework through which to
summarize and assess major trends in the larger cultural movement. This new work will interest scholars and
students of American Catholicism, the Catholic church in the 20th century, and cultural and religious
historians.
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From reader reviews:

Kirk Fonseca:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of
you maybe can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming
to you is you don't know which one you should start with. This To Promote, Defend, and Redeem: The
Catholic Literary Revival and the Cultural Transformation of American Catholicism, 1920-1960
(Contributions to the Study of Religion) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why,
because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Shannon Silva:

Beside this kind of To Promote, Defend, and Redeem: The Catholic Literary Revival and the Cultural
Transformation of American Catholicism, 1920-1960 (Contributions to the Study of Religion) in your phone,
it might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the
knowledge you might got here is fresh from oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an aged people
live in narrow village. It is good thing to have To Promote, Defend, and Redeem: The Catholic Literary
Revival and the Cultural Transformation of American Catholicism, 1920-1960 (Contributions to the Study of
Religion) because this book offers for you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you
seldom get what it's all about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable set
up here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this
book and read it from at this point!

Hae Hughes:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book and also novel and To Promote, Defend, and Redeem: The
Catholic Literary Revival and the Cultural Transformation of American Catholicism, 1920-1960
(Contributions to the Study of Religion) or even others sources were given know-how for you. After you
know how the great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or
maybe students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In different case,
beside science reserve, any other book likes To Promote, Defend, and Redeem: The Catholic Literary
Revival and the Cultural Transformation of American Catholicism, 1920-1960 (Contributions to the Study of
Religion) to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Raquel Black:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but



additionally native or citizen require book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we
know those guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around
the world. By book To Promote, Defend, and Redeem: The Catholic Literary Revival and the Cultural
Transformation of American Catholicism, 1920-1960 (Contributions to the Study of Religion) we can have
more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? Being creative person must love to read a book. Just
choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this time
book To Promote, Defend, and Redeem: The Catholic Literary Revival and the Cultural Transformation of
American Catholicism, 1920-1960 (Contributions to the Study of Religion). You can more appealing than
now.
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