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In his 1933 inaugural address, Franklin D. Roosevelt declared that "the only thing we have to fear is fear
itself." Yet even before Pearl Harbor, Americans feared foreign invasions, air attacks, biological weapons,
and, conversely, the prospect of a dictatorship being established in the United States. To protect Americans
from foreign and domestic threats, Roosevelt warned Americans that "the world has grown so small" and
eventually established the precursor to the Department of Homeland Security - an Office of Civilian Defense
(OCD). At its head, Roosevelt appointed New York Mayor Fiorello La Guardia; First Lady Eleanor
Roosevelt became assistant director. Yet within a year, amid competing visions and clashing ideologies of
wartime liberalism, a frustrated FDR pressured both to resign.

In Defenseless Under the Night, Matthew Dallek reveals the dramatic history behind America's first federal
office of homeland security, tracing the debate about the origins of national vulnerability to the rise of fascist
threats during the Roosevelt years. While La Guardia focused on preparing the country against foreign attack
and militarizing the civilian population, Eleanor Roosevelt insisted that the OCD should primarily focus on
establishing a wartime New Deal, what she and her allies called "social defense." Unable to reconcile their
visions, both were forced to leave the OCD in 1942. Their replacement, James Landis, would go on to recruit
over ten million volunteers to participate in civilian defense, ultimately creating the largest volunteer
program in World War II America.

Through the history of the OCD, Dallek examines constitutional questions about civil liberties, the role and
power of government propaganda, the depth of militarization of civilian life, the quest for a wartime New
Deal, and competing liberal visions for American national defense - questions that are still relevant today.
The result is a gripping account of the origins of national security, which will interest anyone with a passion
for modern American political history and the history of homeland defense.
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From reader reviews:

Darren Custer:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book that
need more time to be study. Defenseless Under the Night: The Roosevelt Years and the Origins of Homeland
Security can be your answer because it can be read by anyone who have those short extra time problems.

Ira Knudsen:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This book Defenseless Under the Night: The Roosevelt Years and the Origins of
Homeland Security was filled concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your
research competence. Some people has several feel when they reading any book. If you know how big good
thing about a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like at this point, many
ways to get book that you just wanted.

Joseph Moody:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This specific book Defenseless Under the Night: The Roosevelt Years
and the Origins of Homeland Security was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that
book Defenseless Under the Night: The Roosevelt Years and the Origins of Homeland Security has many
kinds or category. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read
and believe you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it
can make you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading
which.

Adam Hay:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that question
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you
know that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this Defenseless
Under the Night: The Roosevelt Years and the Origins of Homeland Security.
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