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Cecil John Rhodes once said he had only met two creators in South Africa: himself and James Douglas
Logan, the Scottish-born founder of Matjiesfontein. Logan immigrated to South Africa in 1877 at the age of
nineteen and almost immediately began amassing a fortune through business, politics and his high-profile
association with that most favoured of imperial pastimes – cricket.
Empire, War & Cricket in South Africa explores in detail how Matjiesfontein was created and how Logan
developed this little Karoo town into a renowned health resort, attracting the rich and famous – including
South African novelist Olive Schreiner and England cricketer George Lohmann. But, above all, this is the
untold story of how James Logan was instrumental in developing the game of cricket in South Africa at a
time when the country was heading towards war with the British Empire.
In Empire, War & Cricket in South Africa, readers will learn how one of the first international cricket
matches between South Africa and England took place at Matjiesfontein; explore the controversial 1901
South African cricket tour to England in the midst of the Anglo-Boer War; read the amazing story of how
Logan once had the captain and manager of England’s cricket team arrested as they boarded their ship home;
and discover Logan’s close relationship with Rhodes and how their ‘shady dealings’ brought down the
premier’s first government.
Illustrated throughout with rare photographs and documents, Empire, War & Cricket in South Africa is a
unique social and political history of the workings of the British Empire in South Africa during the late
nineteenth century; a well-researched and fascinating biography of the man who gave us Matjiesfontein; and
an entertaining and at times unbelievable story of cricket’s origins in South Africa.
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From reader reviews:

Phillip Ruiz:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading practice give you lot of
advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book that
improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide you read, if you
want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want sense happy read one
together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual Empire, War & Cricket in South
Africa: Logan of Matjiesfontein is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Bertha Chang:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to
fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
try look for book, may be the publication untitled Empire, War & Cricket in South Africa: Logan of
Matjiesfontein can be very good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Jennifer Johnson:

Often the book Empire, War & Cricket in South Africa: Logan of Matjiesfontein has a lot associated with on
it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was authored by the very
famous author. This articles author makes some research ahead of write this book. This kind of book very
easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this book.

Ann Strickland:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled Empire, War & Cricket in South Africa: Logan of Matjiesfontein your thoughts will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unknown for but surely might be your
mind friends. Imaging every word written in a e-book then become one application form conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get just before. The Empire, War & Cricket in South Africa: Logan of
Matjiesfontein giving you an additional experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you
useful information for your better life with this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern here is
your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a sport. Do you
want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?
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