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For many years family law was viewed as a study of the regulation of clearly defined relationships of
husband and wife and parent and child. In the case of husband and wife, it was through formal legal
procedures or informal arrangements called marriage. In the case of parent and child it was either through
biology or adoption. Equally defined were the stages by which these relationships were established,
maintained, and terminated. However, by the close of the twentieth century, basic questions about who
should be officially designated a family member and by what procedure were being raised both in the
legislature and in litigation. In addition, conventional models that had defined domestic relations such as
marriage, divorce, and adoption were either being expanded to include contemporary patterns of living
arrangements and the current reality, or new models were being constructed.

In Family Law in America, Professor Sanford N. Katz examines the present state of family law in America.
Themes include the tension between individual autonomy and governmental regulation in all aspects of
family law, the extent to which relationships established before marriage are being regulated, and how
marriage is being redefined to take into account equality of the sexes, and the legal recognition of same-sex
marriage in some jurisdictions. It demonstrates how the definition of marriage as a partnership in which the
individual spouse's rights are recognized has resulted in protection of the vulnerable spouse. It also examines
fault and no-fault divorce procedures and the extent to which these procedures reflect social realities. This
volume describes state intervention into the parent and child relationship and how this is reflected in the
reexamination of the privacy of the family unit. It concludes with a discussion of the conventional model of
adoption of children and how new assisted reproductive technologies are having an impact on family
formation, particularly adoption, to take into account new family forms. This second edition captures recent
developments affecting family law in America, including the transformation of the institution of marriage
from being a relationship between a man and a woman to encompassing same-sex marriage. Also, this new
edition features timely material with insights into adoption that take into account developments in assisted
reproduction technologies and the discussion of sexual abuse of children by clergy.
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From reader reviews:

Cory Kyle:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to you
is you don't know what one you should start with. This Family Law in America is our recommendation to
cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Donald Gullett:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which
one would work to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Family Law in America as the daily resource
information.

Thomas Obrien:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or their very
own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic inside the park.
They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill your
personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the book untitled Family Law in America can be very good book to read. May
be it is usually best activity to you.

Gladys Dearth:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you is Family Law in America this guide consist a lot of the information with the condition
of this world now. This book was represented how do the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer
use for explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some analysis when he makes this book.
Here is why this book suitable all of you.
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