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Jefferson’s Great Gamble tells the incredible story of how four leaders of an upstart nation--Jefferson,
Madison, Monroe and Livingston--risked the future of their country and their own careers; outwitted
Napoleon Bonaparte, the world’s most powerful ruler; and secured a new future for the United States of
America.

For two years before the Louisiana Purchase, the nine principal players in the deal watched France and the
United States approach the brink of war over the most coveted spot on the planet: a bustling port known as
New Orleans. And until the breakthrough moment when a deal was secured, the men who steered their
countries through the tense and often beguiling negotiations knew only that the futures of both nations were
being questioned, and that the answer was uncertain.

Jefferson’s Great Gamble is an extraordinary work that redefines one of the most important and overlooked
events in American history. Charles A. Cerami reveals the untold thrusts and parries of the Louisiana
Purchase, an event that was not just a land sale, but thirty months of high drama, blandishment, posturing
and secret maneuvers by some of the most powerful and crafty men of their time. Utilizing original
correspondence and firsthand accounts, Cerami paints a vivid and engrossing narrative enriched by the words
of the men whose talents and weaknesses kept the negotiations alive during the most unsure moments.

When Thomas Jefferson took office as president of the United States in 1801, Louisiana was at the front of
his mind. Jefferson knew that the future of the country hinged on its right to navigate the Mississippi River
and have access to New Orleans. His hopes for maintaining this right were almost completely dashed when it
was discovered that Napoleon had secretly forced Spain to give the Louisiana Territory to France, and that
he had troops on the way to take possession of New Orleans.

Jefferson’s only hope to stop the takeover lay in a great gamble: convincing Napoleon that the United States
was willing to go to war over the port city. Jefferson knew that war might fracture the new country, which at
the time had roughly one thousand men in its army. He was therefore faced with not only convincing
Napoleon that the United States was ready to fight, but bluffing him into thinking that it could win that
battle.

To execute his plan, Jefferson turned to his brilliant but troubled foreign-relations team. James Madison, the
wily secretary of state, devised with Jefferson a disinformation strategy that was remarkable for its ingenuity
and effectiveness. Robert Livingston, the American envoy to France, struggled to negotiate with French
officials while being disdained and ignored by Jefferson and Madison, his political rivals. And as the final
negotiations approached, James Monroe found himself sailing to Paris with the key to how the United States
would execute the endgame.

Napoleon was bombarded by contradicting opinions from his two closest advisors. François de Barbé-
Marbois, the impeccably honest finance minister, pushed toward a sale to raise money for a war with



England. Charles-Maurice de Tallyrand-Périgord, Napoleon’s witty and corrupt chief advisor, pushed him to
hold on to the colony, a position he believed held long-term benefits for France, if not for Napoleon.

To read Jefferson’s Great Gamble is to experience the tense days and nights leading to a decision that
changed the face of the world. From the early American infighting to the heated French negotiations to the
battle needed years later to secure the purchase, this new history is a story of dedicated men, each driven by
love of country, who created an event that Robert Livingston called "the noblest work of our lives."
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From reader reviews:

James Bass:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book titled Jefferson's Great
Gamble: The Remarkable Story of Jefferson, Napoleon and the Men Behind the Louisiana Purchase? Maybe
it is to be best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time together with your
favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have different
opinion?

Debbie Davis:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a guide your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other is high.
In your case who want to start reading any book, we give you this Jefferson's Great Gamble: The
Remarkable Story of Jefferson, Napoleon and the Men Behind the Louisiana Purchase book as basic and
daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Russell Belcher:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title Jefferson's Great
Gamble: The Remarkable Story of Jefferson, Napoleon and the Men Behind the Louisiana Purchase suitable
to you? The book was written by well known writer in this era. The particular book untitled Jefferson's Great
Gamble: The Remarkable Story of Jefferson, Napoleon and the Men Behind the Louisiana Purchaseis the
main of several books that everyone read now. That book was inspired a number of people in the world.
When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know ahead of. The author
explained their strategy in the simple way, so all of people can easily to understand the core of this guide.
This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the
world in this particular book.

Arthur Freeman:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than
can satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that need more time
to be go through. Jefferson's Great Gamble: The Remarkable Story of Jefferson, Napoleon and the Men
Behind the Louisiana Purchase can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you who have those
short free time problems.
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