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Many thought of her as Queen Nancy. Others as the Dragon Lady. But for millions of Americans, Nancy
Reagan was the always-smiling and deeply admiring presidential spouse who stood by her man; that image
lingers still in the touching picture of a bereaved widow at her husband's casket.

Nancy Reagan has stirred passionate defenders and acerbic critics in many books and the media. James
Benze, however, is the first biographer to discuss the effect of her acting background on her tenure as first
lady. Unlike earlier biographers, he focuses on the way she applied her acting skills to meet the demands of
her greatest supporting role.

As part of a movie troupe, Nancy Davis often had the job of flattering the lead actor or helping a star create
an outstanding performance. As first lady, Nancy Reagan did all of this and more, whether supplying the
president with a missing line at Bitburg or steering him away from the abortion controversy. Always
outspoken and a target for feminists and others, she remained the consummate supporting actor, always
helping the star.

Benze portrays Nancy Reagan as a forceful presence behind the Oval Office's closed doors, unafraid to take
on Donald Regan or Oliver North. He documents her clear influence on presidential appointments, links her
quirky penchant for astrology to her show-business past, and traces the creation of the "Just Say No"
program to her years in Sacramento, showing that it far exceeded the public-relations motivation that her
detractors claimed.

Benze reveals how living on a public stage exacerbated the problems in the Reagans' relationship with their
children, which went from bad to worse during the White House years. He also covers Nancy Reagan's post-
Washington life, including her vigilant care of the president as he struggled with Alzheimer's disease and her
subsequent advocacy of stem-cell research that put her at odds with the GOP.

While Ronald Reagan was the star performer of his presidency, his wife glided elegantly at his side as an
accomplished co-star. Benze's book strikes a balance between the images of adoring helpmate and
manipulative manager, showing us the woman behind the stereotypes and offering a more objective
understanding of her place in the history of presidential wives.
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From reader reviews:

Randy Anderson:

The book Nancy Reagan: On the White House Stage (Modern First Ladies) give you a sense of feeling enjoy
for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable far more increase. Book can to become your best
friend when you getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading a book
Nancy Reagan: On the White House Stage (Modern First Ladies) being your habit, you can get far more
advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You can
know everything if you like open and read a e-book Nancy Reagan: On the White House Stage (Modern
First Ladies). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other folks. So ,
how do you think about this guide?

Benjamin King:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific Nancy Reagan: On the White House
Stage (Modern First Ladies) book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more
than just a book.

Carl Melton:

The book untitled Nancy Reagan: On the White House Stage (Modern First Ladies) is the e-book that
recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to a person.
The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The
article writer was did a lot of research when write the book, and so the information that they share for your
requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Nancy Reagan: On the White
House Stage (Modern First Ladies) from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Eugene Ruano:

The reserve with title Nancy Reagan: On the White House Stage (Modern First Ladies) contains a lot of
information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This particular book exist
new information the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world now.
That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you
within new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read that
anywhere you want.
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