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First published in Chinese in 1964 and then banned by the revolutionaries ten years later, this remarkable
autobiography presents the story of a man who served twice as emperor of China, once as emperor of the
Japanese puppet state in Manchuria, and then underwent a complete re-education in the prisons of the
Communist Chinese government, finally leading alife as an ordinary citizen.

Placed on the throne in 1908 at the age of two, Aisin-Gioro Pu Yi became the tenth ruler of the Ch'ing
Dynasty and the last emperor of China. Forced to abdicate four years later but permitted to remain in the
Forbidden City until the Ch'ing court lost power in 1924, Pu Yi spent his youth surrounded by eunuchs,
princes, cooks, consorts, tutors, and the decadent, often wild excesses of the Imperial Palace. During this
time, Reginald Johnston, a Scottish district officer and magistrate of the British-leased territory of Weihaiwei
in Shantung, became Pu Yi's tutor and established a bond with the young emperor that both remembered
fondly in their writings.

Recounting those early days, Pu Yi then describes his installation by the Japanese as puppet emperor in
Manchuria, the defeat of Japan by the Alliesin World War 11, hisimprisonment in the Soviet Union, and his
eventual forced return to the People's Republic of Chinain 1950. Re-educated in Chinese prisons, Pu Yi
learned how to dress himself, work on an assembly line, and criticize his former uselessness and pride. Pu Yi
ends the account with his release from prison--pardoned by the Communist Party--and the beginning of his
new life as a gardener and then as aresearcher of literary and historical materials.

This fascinating account not only depicts an empire in the throes of death and the zeal of anew-born regime,
but also reveals the tragic story of a man who was a helpless subject of family and government turmoils and
not readly aruler at all.

W.J. Jenner has written a general introduction and individual introductions to each chapter, giving the history
of the book and its political background. Simon Winchester has contributed an afterword on Chinese
reactions to the empire and to the making of Bernardo Bertolucci's film about Pu Yi, dueto release in
November.
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From reader reviews:
Jeffrey Sandoval:

From Emperor to Citizen: The Autobiography of Aisin-Gioro Pu Yi (Oxford Paperbacks) can be one of your
beginning books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this publication has
good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining
but still delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to put every word into satisfaction
arrangement in writing From Emperor to Citizen: The Autobiography of Aisin-Gioro Pu Yi (Oxford
Paperbacks) however doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm
resource information that maybe you can be among it. This great information could drawn you into
completely new stage of crucial imagining.

James Rose:

This From Emperor to Citizen: The Autobiography of Aisin-Gioro Pu Yi (Oxford Paperbacks) is great
reserve for you because the content and that is full of information for you who all always deal with world
and still have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it facts accurately using great plan word or
we can say no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole details
init. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but tough core information with beautiful
delivering sentences. Having From Emperor to Citizen: The Autobiography of Aisin-Gioro Pu Yi (Oxford
Paperbacks) in your hand like finding the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous just one. We
can say that no e-book that offer you world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this reserve aready do that. So,
it is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?

Jorge Wilson:

In this age globalization it isimportant to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find alot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book, and
soon. You can view that now, alot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for your requirements is From Emperor to Citizen: The Autobiography of Aisin-Gioro Pu Yi
(Oxford Paperbacks) this publication consist alot of the information on the condition of thisworld now. This
kind of book was represented how does the world has grown up. The words styles that writer make usage of
to explainit is easy to understand. The actual writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Thisis
why this book suitable al of you.

Silvia Washington:

Y ou can get this From Emperor to Citizen: The Autobiography of Aisin-Gioro Pu Yi (Oxford Paperbacks)
by visit the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve issueif you get
difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by written or printed but in



addition can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern eraincluding now, you just looking because
of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more
information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still
update. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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