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At the age of thirty-seven, after a very short courtship, William Wilberforce married Barbara Spooner, the
daughter of a Midlands industrialist, and their first child was born in the following year. His family life
brought him both happiness and anxiety. Convinced that he had been 'too long a Bachelor', he lacked
confidence in his ability to be a good husband and father.

A great deal has been written about Wilberforce's role in the abolition of the slave trade, but far less about
his private life. Yet this is the man who exchanged his prestigious Yorkshire constituency for an
undemanding pocket borough in order to devote himself to his family. In her innovative study, Anne Stott
casts fresh light on the abolitionist and his friends, the group of Evangelical philanthropists retrospectively
named the Clapham sect. While the men occupied important public roles they were also deeply committed to
the ideal of domesticity.

The ideology of the period depicted the middle-class home as a place of tranquil retreat from the cares and
temptations of public life, though the family crises depicted in this study show that the reality was always
more complex. With varying degrees of success, the Clapham men and women brought their Evangelical
piety to their patterns of courtship and marriage, their philosophy of child-rearing, and their strategies in
coping with death and bereavement.

For the first time, much of this story is told from the perspective of the wives, and it is primarily through
their voices that the book's themes of the family, women and gender, childhood and education, sexuality, and
intimacy are explored.
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From reader reviews:

Troy Ethridge:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story
how the characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you
read this Wilberforce: Family and Friends, you could tells your family, friends and also soon about yours
publication. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a book.

Thomas Whitaker:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that usually
you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Wilberforce: Family and Friends, it is
possible to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh
occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Clarine Davidson:

This Wilberforce: Family and Friends is brand-new way for you who has attention to look for some
information as it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you
know or else you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Wilberforce: Family and Friends can
be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get through
anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-
book type. People who think that in publication form make them feel tired even dizzy this publication is the
answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are looking
for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book sort for your better life as well as
knowledge.

Frances Fortier:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or even make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there
but nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Wilberforce: Family and Friends can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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