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Ranging from the shattered gentility of Edith Wharton's heroines to racial confrontation in the songs of Nina
Simone, American Rhapsody presents a kaleidoscopic story of the creation of a culture. Here is a series of
deeply involving portraits of American artists and innovators who have helped to shape the country in the
modern age.

Claudia Roth Pierpont expertly mixes biography and criticism, history and reportage, to bring these portraits
to life and to link them in surprising ways. It isn't far from Wharton's brave new women to F. Scott
Fitzgerald's giddy flappers, and on to the big-screen command of Katharine Hepburn and the dangerous
dames of Dashiell Hammett's hard-boiled world. The improvisatory jazziness of George Gershwin's
Rhapsody in Blue has its counterpart in the great jazz baby of the New York skyline, the Chrysler Building.
Questions of an American acting style are traced from Orson Welles to Marlon Brando, while the new
American painting emerges in the gallery of Peggy Guggenheim. And we trace the arc of racial progress
from Bert Williams's blackface performances to James Baldwin's warning of the fire next time, however
slow and bitter and anguished this progress may be.

American Rhapsody offers a history of twentieth-century American invention and genius. It is about the joy
and profit of being a heterogeneous people, and the immense difficulty of this human experiment.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Elder:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled American Rhapsody: Writers, Musicians, Movie Stars, and One Great
Building. Try to make book American Rhapsody: Writers, Musicians, Movie Stars, and One Great Building
as your friend. It means that it can being your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that course make
you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you much more
confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we should make new experience along with
knowledge with this book.

Elisabeth Martinez:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific American
Rhapsody: Writers, Musicians, Movie Stars, and One Great Building book as basic and daily reading book.
Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Karl Henderson:

Here thing why that American Rhapsody: Writers, Musicians, Movie Stars, and One Great Building are
different and reputable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good however it depends in the content of
it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. American Rhapsody: Writers, Musicians, Movie Stars, and
One Great Building giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any reserve out
there but there is no book that similar with American Rhapsody: Writers, Musicians, Movie Stars, and One
Great Building. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your eyes about the thing which happened in
the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park,
café, or even in your method home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the printed
book maybe the form of American Rhapsody: Writers, Musicians, Movie Stars, and One Great Building in
e-book can be your option.

Christopher Pruett:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This guide American Rhapsody: Writers, Musicians, Movie Stars, and One
Great Building was filled about science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your research



competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big advantage of
a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book
you wanted.
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