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R. J. Stove’s A Student’s Guide to Music History is a concise account, written for the intelligent lay reader,
of classical music’s development from the early Middle Ages onwards. Beginning with a discussion of
Hildegard von Bingen, a twelfth-century German nun and composer, and the origins of plainchant, Stove’s
narrative recounts the rise (and ever-increasing complexity) of harmony during the medieval world, the
differences between secular and sacred music, the glories of the contrapuntal style, and the origins of opera.
Stove then relates the achievements of the high baroque period, the very different idioms that prevailed
during the late eighteenth century, and the emergence of Romanticism, with its emphasis upon the artist-
hero. With the late nineteenth century came a growing emphasis on musical patriotism, writes Stove,
especially in Spain, Hungary, Russia, Bohemia, Norway, Denmark, Finland, and the United States. A final
section discusses the trends that have characterized music since 1945.

Stove’s guide also singles out eminent composers for special coverage, including Palestrina, Monteverdi,
Handel, Bach, Haydn, Mozart, Beethoven, Schubert, Wagner, Verdi, Brahms, Debussy, Richard Strauss,
Sibelius, and Messiaen. As a brief orientation to the history and contours of classical music, A Student’s
Guide to Music History is an unparalleled resource.
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From reader reviews:

William Tietjen:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals
to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this A Student's Guide to Music History
(ISI Guides to the Major Disciplines) book as this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Scott Smith:

The particular book A Student's Guide to Music History (ISI Guides to the Major Disciplines) will bring that
you the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique.
When you try to find new book you just read, this book very suitable to you. The book A Student's Guide to
Music History (ISI Guides to the Major Disciplines) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get
the e-book from the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Ronald Folk:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information better to share.
You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended to
your account is A Student's Guide to Music History (ISI Guides to the Major Disciplines) this publication
consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how
can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand.
Typically the writer made some study when he makes this book. That is why this book ideal all of you.

Jamila Coles:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen require book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
Through the book A Student's Guide to Music History (ISI Guides to the Major Disciplines) we can acquire
more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? For being creative person must love to read a book. Only
choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this time
book A Student's Guide to Music History (ISI Guides to the Major Disciplines). You can more pleasing than
now.
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