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The revised and updated edition of Modern Arabic takes this authoritative, concise linguistic description of
the structure and use of modern Arabic to an invaluable new level. Clive Holes traces the development of the
Arabic language from Classical Arabic, the written language used in the 7th century for the Qur'an and
poetry, through the increasingly symbiotic use of Modern Standard Arabic or MSA (the language of writing
and formal speech) and dialectal Arabic (the language of normal conversation). He shows how Arabic has
been shaped over the centuries by migration, urbanization, and education?giving us "a balanced,
dispassionate, and accurate picture of the structures, functions, and varieties of the contemporary Arabic
language."

Holes explains the structural characteristics?phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics, and lexical and
stylistic developments?that the majority of the dialects share, as distinguished from Modern Standard Arabic.
He also shows how native speakers use both types of Arabic for different purposes, with MSA being the
language of power and control as used on television and in political speeches, and the dialects serving as the
language of intimacy and domesticity. He further shows how MSA and spoken dialects are not as
compartmentalized as one might be led to believe. Modern Arabic illustrates the use of the Arabic language
in real life, whether in conversation, news bulletins and newspaper articles, serious literature, or song.

This new edition takes into account research published in several areas of Arabic linguistics since the first
edition was published in 1995. It includes more extensive comment on the North African Arabic vocabulary
of Modern Standard Arabic, more information about "mixed" varieties of written Arabic that are not in MSA
(especially in Egypt), updated references, explanations, and many new examples. All Arabic is transcribed,
except for an appendix presenting the Arabic alphabet and script. Students of the Arabic language will find
Modern Arabic without peer?as will those general linguists who are interested in discovering how Arabic
compares structurally and sociolinguistically with European languages.
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From reader reviews:

Eleanor Landa:

What do you think about book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person has several
personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't desire do
that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Modern Arabic: Structures, Functions, and
Varieties (Georgetown Classics in Arabic Languages and Linguistics). All type of book could you see on
many resources. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Milton Jones:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular Modern Arabic: Structures,
Functions, and Varieties (Georgetown Classics in Arabic Languages and Linguistics) book as beginner and
daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Benita Newton:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, in addition to soon.
The Modern Arabic: Structures, Functions, and Varieties (Georgetown Classics in Arabic Languages and
Linguistics) will give you a new experience in examining a book.

Lauren Miner:

This Modern Arabic: Structures, Functions, and Varieties (Georgetown Classics in Arabic Languages and
Linguistics) is new way for you who has fascination to look for some information given it relief your hunger
details. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having small amount of
digest in reading this Modern Arabic: Structures, Functions, and Varieties (Georgetown Classics in Arabic
Languages and Linguistics) can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this book
is easy to get by simply anyone. These books build itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, that's why I
mean in the e-book form. People who think that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve
is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book variety for your better life in



addition to knowledge.
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