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Western Sufism is sometimes dismissed as a relatively recent "new age" phenomenon, but in this book, Mark
Sedgwick argues that it actually has very deep roots, both in the Muslim world and in the West. In fact,
although the first significant Western Sufi organization was not established until 1915, the first Western
discussion of Sufism was printed in 1480, and Western interest in some of the ideas that are central to Sufi
thought goes back to the thirteenth century. Sedgwick starts with the earliest origins of Western Sufism in
late antique Neoplatonism and early Arab philosophy, and traces later origins in repeated intercultural
transfers from the Muslim world to the West, in the thought of the European Renaissance and
Enlightenment, and in the intellectual and religious ferment of the nineteenth century. He then follows the
development of organized Sufism in the West from 1915 until 1968, the year in which the first Western Sufi
order based not on the heritage of the European Middle Ages, Renaissance and Enlightenment, but rather on
purely Islamic models, was founded. Later developments in this and other orders are also covered.

Western Sufism shows the influence of these origins, of thought both familiar and less familiar: Neoplatonic
emanationism, perennialism, pantheism, universalism, and esotericism. Western Sufism, then, is the product
not of the new age but of Islam, the ancient world, and centuries of Western religious and intellectual history.
Drawing on sources from antiquity to the internet, Mark Sedgwick demonstrates that the phenomenon of
Western Sufism not only draws on centuries of intercultural transfers, but is also part of a long-established
relationship between Western thought and Islam that can be productive, not confrontational.
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From reader reviews:

James Sandifer:

Book is usually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book Western Sufism: From the
Abbasids to the New Age will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel considerably more
confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think in which open or reading some sort of
book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you in search of best
book or appropriate book with you?

Shirley Glover:

The publication with title Western Sufism: From the Abbasids to the New Age includes a lot of information
that you can understand it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This specific book exist new
expertise the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world currently. That is
important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you inside new era of the
globalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Michael Rodiguez:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its include may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in
the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer might be Western Sufism: From the Abbasids to the New Age
why because the great cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you. The
inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly
direct you to pick up this book.

Margaret Padua:

You will get this Western Sufism: From the Abbasids to the New Age by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just
viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of
this publication are various. Not only through written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by means
of e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your publication. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose appropriate ways
for you.
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