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"Scripture" is no longer an absolute. In the last two centuries, as Westerners have become more keenly
conscious of the historical character of their own biblical documents, they have also realized the normative
function of scripture in other traditions. W.C. Smith's vastly erudite work asks how it is that certain texts
have so seeped into human life - in a rich, complex and powerful way - as to be deemed sacred. Examining
the history and use of scripture in the world's major religious traditions, he shows how and why scripture
continues to carry momentous and at times appalling power in human affairs. That dynamic instability, that
irrepressible process, and that stubborn pluralism are not simply modern embarrassments to believers.
Rather, for Smith, they provide the essential clues to what "scripture" is. Smith first illustrates, by a
fascinating look at the Song of Songs, how texts have both come into and passed out of their status as
"scripture." He shows how one text has been differently deemed in Judaism and Christianity and strikingly
variously interpreted in different settings and epochs. In ensuing chapters that explore the Jewish, Islamic,
Hindu, Buddhist, and other instances, Smith lays bare the diverse strands of a complex historical process of
scripture and its modern newly self-conscious phase. In the end, Smith's creative proposal is valuable not
only for showing what it means to hold a text as sacred, or to treasure another's scripture, but also for the
light it sheds in a troubled culture on what it means to be human.
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From reader reviews:

Cory Kyle:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important normally. The book What is Scripture? (Political Thought) seemed to
be making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is quite
advantages for you. The reserve What is Scripture? (Political Thought) is not only giving you more new
information but also to become your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own personal
spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with all the book What is Scripture? (Political
Thought). You never truly feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Lucinda Brown:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love What is Scripture? (Political Thought), you are able
to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it?
Oh seriously its mind hangout people. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Albert Chesson:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting What is Scripture? (Political
Thought) that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading practice all
over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world considerably better then how they
react when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man or
woman but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you who want to start
examining as your good habit, you may pick What is Scripture? (Political Thought) become your own
personal starter.

Lillian Trimmer:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but in addition novel and What is Scripture? (Political Thought) as well as
others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel want to
read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or students especially. Those textbooks are
helping them to include their knowledge. In other case, beside science guide, any other book likes What is
Scripture? (Political Thought) to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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