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Over the course of the Civil War, fifty-nine men served as governors of the twenty-five Union states.
 Although these state executives were occasionally obstructionist and often disagreed amongst themselves,
their overall cooperation and counsel bolstered the policies put forth by Abraham Lincoln and proved
essential to the Union’s ultimate victory. In this revealing volume, award-winning historian William C.
Harris explores the complex relationship between Lincoln and the governors of the Union states, illuminating
the contributions of these often-overlooked state leaders to the preservation of the nation.

Lincoln recognized that in securing the governors’ cooperation in the war he had to tread carefully and, as
much as possible, respect their constitutional authority under the federal system of government.
 Contributing to the success of the partnership, Harris shows, was the fact that almost all of the governors
were members of Lincoln’s Republican or Union Party, and most had earlier associated with his Whig party. 
Despite their support for the war, however, the governors reflected different regional interests, and Lincoln
understood and attempted to accommodate these differences in order to maintain a unified war effort.     

Harris examines the activities of the governors, who often worked ahead of Lincoln in rallying citizens for
the war, organizing state regiments for the Union army, and providing aid and encouragement to the troops
in the field. The governors kept Lincoln informed about political conditions in their states and lobbied
Lincoln and the War Department to take more vigorous measures to suppress the rebellion. Harris explores
the governors’ concerns about many issues, including the divisions within their states over the war and
Lincoln’s most controversial policies, especially emancipation and military conscription. He also provides
the first modern account of the 1862 conference of governors in Altoona, Pennsylvania, which provided
important backing for Lincoln’s war leadership.

By emphasizing the difficult tasks that both the governors and President Lincoln faced in dealing with the
major issues of the Civil War, Harris provides fresh insight into the role this dynamic partnership played in
preserving the nation’s democratic and constitutional institutions and ending the greatest blight on the
republic—chattel slavery.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Powers:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the world,
exactly what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
several personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't wish do
that. You must know how great along with important the book Lincoln and the Union Governors (Concise
Lincoln Library). All type of book could you see on many sources. You can look for the internet options or
other social media.

Gary Lane:

This Lincoln and the Union Governors (Concise Lincoln Library) usually are reliable for you who want to be
a successful person, why. The main reason of this Lincoln and the Union Governors (Concise Lincoln
Library) can be one of several great books you must have is giving you more than just simple reading food
but feed a person with information that possibly will shock your previous knowledge. This book is handy,
you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside that
this Lincoln and the Union Governors (Concise Lincoln Library) giving you an enormous of experience for
instance rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day pastime.
So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Bobby Miller:

You may spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This Lincoln and the Union Governors
(Concise Lincoln Library) is simple bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train as well
as soon. If you did not include much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy typically the e-
book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. And so there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Charlotte Bernstein:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we
know those ebooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around
the world. Through the book Lincoln and the Union Governors (Concise Lincoln Library) we can get more
advantage. Don't one to be creative people? Being creative person must love to read a book. Only choose the
best book that suited with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this book Lincoln and the
Union Governors (Concise Lincoln Library). You can more inviting than now.
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