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This book constitutes a major reappraisal of the late Anglo-Saxon state on the eve of its demise. Its principal
focus is the family of Ealdorman Leofwine, which obtained power in Mercia and retained it throughout an
extraordinary period of political upheaval between 994 and 1071. In doing so it explores a paradox: that earls
were extraordinarily wealthy and powerful yet distinctly insecure. The book contains the first extended
treatment of earls' powers in late Anglo-Saxon England and shows that although they wielded considerable
military, administrative and political powers, they remained vulnerable to exile and other forms of political
punishment including loss of territory. The book also offers a path-breaking analysis of land tenure and the
mechanics of royal patronage, and argues that the majority of earls' estates were held from the king on a
revocable basis for the duration of their period in office. In order to compensate for such insecurities, earls
used lordship and religious patronage to construct local networks of power. The book uses innovative
methods for interpreting the representation of lordship in Domesday Book to reconstruct the affinity of the
earls of Mercia. It also examines how the house of Leofwine made strategic use of religious patronage to
cement local power structures. All this created intense competition between the earls of Mercia and their
rivals for power, both at court and in the localities, and the book explores how factional rivalry determined
the course of politics, and ultimately the fate of the late Anglo-Saxon state.
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From reader reviews:

Pearl Sanders:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book The Earls of Mercia: Lordship and Power in Late
Anglo-Saxon England (Oxford Historical Monographs). You can choose the best book if you appreciate
reading a book. So long as we know about how is important the book The Earls of Mercia: Lordship and
Power in Late Anglo-Saxon England (Oxford Historical Monographs). You can add understanding and of
course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can
understand everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple
factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we are able to open a book as well as searching
by internet device. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's
examine.

Steve Duran:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice
by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Yes,
by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than other is high. For you
who want to start reading any book, we give you that The Earls of Mercia: Lordship and Power in Late
Anglo-Saxon England (Oxford Historical Monographs) book as nice and daily reading guide. Why, because
this book is more than just a book.

Kimberley Bailey:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you study a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and soon. The The Earls of
Mercia: Lordship and Power in Late Anglo-Saxon England (Oxford Historical Monographs) will give you a
new experience in reading through a book.

Elizabeth Acker:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but additionally novel and The Earls of Mercia: Lordship and Power in
Late Anglo-Saxon England (Oxford Historical Monographs) or others sources were given expertise for you.
After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science guide was
created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those publications are helping them to bring their



knowledge. In additional case, beside science publication, any other book likes The Earls of Mercia:
Lordship and Power in Late Anglo-Saxon England (Oxford Historical Monographs) to make your spare time
more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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