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Michael Pye's The Edge of the World is an epic adventure: from the Vikings to the Enlightenment, from
barbaric outpost to global centre, it tells the amazing story of northern Europe's transformation by sea. 'An
utterly beguiling journey into the dark ages of the north sea. A complete revelation . . . Pye writes like a
dream. Magnificent' Jerry Brotton, author of A History of the World in Twelve Maps Featured in New York
Times: 100 Notable Books of 2015 This is a story of saints and spies, of fishermen and pirates, traders and
marauders - and of how their wild and daring journeys across the North Sea built the world we know. When
the Roman Empire retreated, northern Europe was a barbarian outpost at the very edge of everything. A
thousand years later, it was the heart of global empires and the home of science, art, enlightenment and
money. We owe this transformation to the tides and storms of the North Sea. The water was dangerous, but it
was far easier than struggling over land; so it was the sea that brought people together. Boats carried food
and raw materials, but also new ideas and information. The seafarers raided, ruined and killed, but they also
settled and coupled. With them they brought new tastes and technologies - books, clothes, manners, paintings
and machines. In this dazzling historical adventure, we return to a time that is largely forgotten and watch as
the modern world is born. We see the spread of money and how it paved the way for science. We see how
plague terrorised even the rich and transformed daily life for the poor. We watch as the climate changed and
coastlines shifted, people adapted and towns flourished. We see the arrival of the first politicians, artists,
lawyers: citizens. From Viking raiders to Mongol hordes, Frisian fishermen to Hanseatic hustlers, travelling
as far west as America and as far east as Byzantium, we see how the life and traffic of the seas changed
everything. Drawing on an astonishing breadth of learning and packed with human stories and revelations,
this is the epic drama of how we came to be who we are.
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From reader reviews:

Martin Elkins:

The event that you get from The Edge of the World: How The North Sea Made Us Who We Are may be the
more deep you rooting the information that hide within the words the more you get enthusiastic about
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but The Edge of the World: How The North Sea
Made Us Who We Are giving you thrill feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in specific
way that can be understood by means of anyone who read this because the author of this reserve is well-
known enough. This particular book also makes your vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand
then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having
this particular The Edge of the World: How The North Sea Made Us Who We Are instantly.

Allison Walters:

This The Edge of the World: How The North Sea Made Us Who We Are are usually reliable for you who
want to be described as a successful person, why. The key reason why of this The Edge of the World: How
The North Sea Made Us Who We Are can be among the great books you must have will be giving you more
than just simple studying food but feed a person with information that probably will shock your prior
knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-
book and printed versions. Beside that this The Edge of the World: How The North Sea Made Us Who We
Are giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking
that we all know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Brooke Gafford:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about advantage about
something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones, there
are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of them is this The Edge
of the World: How The North Sea Made Us Who We Are.

Alice Winfield:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, think
reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you can have the e-
book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Edge of the World: How The North Sea
Made Us Who We Are which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.
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