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""In this wonderfully insightful book, Joan Walsh shows how America built a large and vibrant (although
mostly white) middle class that fueled the greatest economic boom in history and made a reality of the
American dream. Hers is the story of postwar America told through a working class New York Irish Catholic
family whose political divisions mirrored the nation's. Moving and powerful, her account will help people of
all races think through how we can build a just and prosperous multiracial America."" —Robert B. Reich

""A brilliant and illuminating book about America since the upheavals of the '60s and '70s. What's the Matter
with White People? is about the heart and soul of America, from our Founding Fathers to Hillary and
Barack.It's about our middle class, which so recently flourished, and how it has been injured and diminished
almost beyond repair by greed and racist fear-mongering. It's about America's greatness and delusion, the
betrayal of the working class, and the fragmentation of the Democratic party. It's about how Walsh's own
Irish Catholic family from New York was treated, responded and fared in the years between Richard Nixon
and Barack Obama Walsh writes with passion, precision, and insight into how racism has made such a bold
public comeback. Her book was heaven for a political junkie like me, somehow managing to be painful and
exhilarating at the same time."" —Anne Lamott

""Joan Walsh's reflections and observations from her personal journey as an Irish Catholic daughter of a
Northeastern blue collar family provide a unique window into the hearts, aspirations, anguish, anger, fears,
and pride of white working class voters during the twentieth and twenty-first centuries. No one can properly
understand current class politics and race relations in America unless they've read this book."" —Dr.
Clarence B. Jones

The size and stability of the American middle class were once the envy of the world. But changes unleashed
in the 1960s pitted Americans against one another politically in new and destructive ways. These battles
continued to rage from that day to now, while everyone has fallen behind economically except the wealthy.
Right-wing culture warriors blamed the decline on the moral shortcomings of ""other"" Americans—black
people, feminists, gays, immigrants, union members—to court a fearful white working- and middle-class
base with ever more bitter ""us vs. them"" politics. Liberals tried, but mostly failed, to make the case that
we're all in this together.

In What's the Matter with White People?, popular Salon columnist Joan Walsh argues that the biggest divide
in America today is not about party or ideology, but about two competing narratives for why everything has
fallen apart since the 1970s. One side sees an America that has spent the last forty years bankrupting the
country providing benefits and advantages to the underachieving, the immoral, and the undeserving, no
matter the cost to Middle America. The other sees an America that has spent the last forty years bankrupting
the country providing benefits and advantages to the very rich, while allowing a measure of cultural progress
for the different and the downtrodden. It matters which side is right, and how the other side got things so
wrong.

Walsh connects the dots of American decline through trends that began in the 1970s and continue
today—including the demise of unions, the stagnation of middle-class wages, the extension of the right's



""Southern Strategy"" throughout the country, the victory of Reagan Republicanism, the increase in income
inequality, and the drop in economic mobility.

Citing her extended family as a case in point, Walsh shows how liberals unwittingly collaborated in the ""us
vs. them"" narrative, rather than developing an inspiring, persuasive vision of a more fair, united America.
She also explores how the GOP's renewed culture war
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Knight:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This What's the Matter with White People: Why We Long for a Golden Age That Never
Was book is readable simply by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the facts here are
arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want
to deliver to you. The writer involving What's the Matter with White People: Why We Long for a Golden
Age That Never Was content conveys objective easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-
book are not different in the written content but it just different by means of it. So , do you nonetheless
thinking What's the Matter with White People: Why We Long for a Golden Age That Never Was is not
loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Mary Hubbard:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be consider any time
those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously which one
is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource
then you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take What's the Matter with White People: Why We Long for
a Golden Age That Never Was as your daily resource information.

Violet Iverson:

The book What's the Matter with White People: Why We Long for a Golden Age That Never Was will bring
you to definitely the new experience of reading a book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique.
Should you try to find new book to read, this book very suitable to you. The book What's the Matter with
White People: Why We Long for a Golden Age That Never Was is much recommended to you you just read.
You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Eileen Moore:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this What's the Matter with White People:
Why We Long for a Golden Age That Never Was publication written by well-known writer we are excited
for well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written in good
manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still
question What's the Matter with White People: Why We Long for a Golden Age That Never Was as good
book but not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one publication that can break don't
determine book by its cover, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on
your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.
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