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Traumatic brain injury can interrupt without warning the life story that any one of us is in the midst of
creating. When the author's fifteen-year-old son survives a terrible car crash in spite of massive trauma to his
brain, she and her family know only that his story has not ended. Their efforts, Erik's own efforts, and those
of everyone who helps bring him from deep coma to new life make up a moving and inspiring story for us
all, one that invites us to reconsider the very nature of "self" and selfhood.

Ruthann Knechel Johansen, who teaches literature and narrative theory, is a particularly eloquent witness to
the silent space in which her son, confronted with life-shattering injury and surrounded by conflicting
narratives about his viability, is somehow reborn. She describes the time of crisis and medical intervention as
an hour-by-hour struggle to communicate with the medical world on the one hand and the everyday world of
family and friends on the other. None of them knows how much, or even whether, they can communicate
with the wounded child who is lost from himself and everything he knew. Through this experience of utter
disintegration, Johansen comes to realize that self-identity is molded and sustained by stories.

As Erik regains movement and consciousness, his parents, younger sister, doctors, therapists, educators, and
friends all contribute to a web of language and narrative that gradually enables his body, mind, and feelings
to make sense of their reacquired functions. Like those who know and love him, the young man feels intense
grief and anger for the loss of the self he was before the accident, yet he is the first to see continuity where
they see only change. The story is breathtaking, because we become involved in the pain and suspense and
faith that accompany every birth. Medical and rehabilitation professionals, social workers, psychotherapists,
students of narrative, and anyone who has faced life's trauma will find hope in this meditation on selfhood:
out of the shambles of profound brain injury and coma can arise fruitful lives and deepened relationships.
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From reader reviews:

Luke Shaffer:

This Listening in the Silence, Seeing in the Dark: Reconstructing Life after Brain Injury book is absolutely
not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this
book is information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you
read a lot of information you will get. This Listening in the Silence, Seeing in the Dark: Reconstructing Life
after Brain Injury without we understand teach the one who reading through it become critical in imagining
and analyzing. Don't become worry Listening in the Silence, Seeing in the Dark: Reconstructing Life after
Brain Injury can bring any time you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn into full because
you can have it in your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Listening in the Silence, Seeing in the Dark:
Reconstructing Life after Brain Injury having fine arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not
truly feel uninterested in reading.

Joe Vizcarra:

Here thing why that Listening in the Silence, Seeing in the Dark: Reconstructing Life after Brain Injury are
different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all examining a book is good however it depends in the content
than it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Listening in the Silence, Seeing in the Dark:
Reconstructing Life after Brain Injury giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any
guide out there but there is no guide that similar with Listening in the Silence, Seeing in the Dark:
Reconstructing Life after Brain Injury. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own
personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you.
It is possible to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your method home by train. In case
you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Listening in the Silence, Seeing
in the Dark: Reconstructing Life after Brain Injury in e-book can be your substitute.

Coleen Isabel:

Listening in the Silence, Seeing in the Dark: Reconstructing Life after Brain Injury can be one of your starter
books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nonetheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to place every word into joy
arrangement in writing Listening in the Silence, Seeing in the Dark: Reconstructing Life after Brain Injury
although doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource data that
maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information may drawn you into brand new stage of
crucial thinking.

Lee Witherspoon:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim to pick



one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside look likes. Maybe
you answer could be Listening in the Silence, Seeing in the Dark: Reconstructing Life after Brain Injury why
because the amazing cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you. The
inside or content is fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you
to pick up this book.
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