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Against a backdrop of nuns, hit men, gangsters, rugby and ice-cream, Noisy at the wrong times is an
inspiring memoir by Michael Volpe, General Manager and founder of Opera Holland Park, one of the UK's
most popular opera festivals. Volpe's upbringing in a fatherless Italian family in London is hardly recognised
as being one from which champions of the high, classical arts emerge, but at the heart of this story is his time
at Woolverstone Hall, a prestigious state boarding school that took bright, inner city boys and gave them an
Eton-style education - with culture at the heart of the curriculum. Volpe's sudden immersion in a world of
rules, traditions and high expectation produced some surprising - and not so surprising - results. With brutal
honesty, Noisy at the wrong times charts Volpe's torrid path through this extraordinary school; his countless
misdemeanours, the tragedies he experienced, his often shameful behaviour and his endless conflicts - both
emotional and physical - with authority. Noisy at the wrong times is a lesson for modern educationalists at a
time when inner city children from poor backgrounds are often written off even before they begin, when
cultural education is diminishing and aspirational leadership of young people is little more than a platitude. It
is also a book, as Michael states, for: "all those who were ever told not to bother." The book was featured in
the Sunday Times Culture section.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Green:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they have because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like reading a
book? Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well,
probably you'll have this Noisy at the Wrong Times.

Julian Eaton:

Reading a book to become new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you
read a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and also soon. The Noisy at the
Wrong Times will give you new experience in looking at a book.

Vikki Maynard:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Noisy at the Wrong Times can be the
response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your free time by
reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Gregory Sowers:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or real their
hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing reading
very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on
this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Noisy at the Wrong Times can make you feel more interested to read.
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