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In the summer of 1925, the sleepy hamlet of Dayton, Tennessee, became the unlikely setting of one of our
century’s most contentious dramas: the Scopes trial and the debate over science, religion, and their place in
public education. This ”trial of the century” not only cast Dayton into the national spotlight, it epitomized
America’s ongoing struggle between individual liberty and majoritarian democracy.Now, with this
authoritative and engaging book, Edward J. Larson examines the many facets of the Scopes trial and shows
how its enduring legacy has crossed religious, cultural, educational, and political lines.The ”Monkey Trial,”
as it was playfully nicknamed, was instigated by the American Civil Liberties Union to challenge a
controversial Tennessee law banning the teaching of human evolution in public schools. The Tennessee
statute represented the first major victory for an intense national campaign against Darwinism, launched in
the 1920s by Protestant fundamentalists and led by the famed politician and orator William Jennings Bryan.
At the behest of the ACLU, a teacher named John Scopes agreed to challenge the statute, and what resulted
was a trial of mythic proportions. Bryan joined the prosecutors and acclaimed criminal attorney Clarence
Darrow led the defense—a dramatic legal matchup that spurred enormous media attention and later inspired
the classic play Inherit the Wind.The Scopes trial marked a watershed in our national discussion of science
and religion. In addition to symbolizing the clash between evolutionists and creationists, the trial helped
shape the development of both popular religion and constitutional law in America, serving as a precedent for
more recent legal and political battles. With new archival material from both the prosecution and the defense,
paired with Larson’s keen historical and legal analysis, Summer for the Gods is poised to become a new
classic on a pivotal milestone in American history.
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From reader reviews:

Gerald James:

The knowledge that you get from Summer For The Gods: The Scopes Trial And America's Continuing
Debate Over Science And Religion is the more deep you looking the information that hide within the words
the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Summer
For The Gods: The Scopes Trial And America's Continuing Debate Over Science And Religion giving you
enjoyment feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by
simply anyone who read this because the author of this book is well-known enough. This particular book
also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go with
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having that Summer For The Gods:
The Scopes Trial And America's Continuing Debate Over Science And Religion instantly.

Nannie Hernandez:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get
a lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can
easily share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader
with their story or even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they
write about the data about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One of them is this
Summer For The Gods: The Scopes Trial And America's Continuing Debate Over Science And Religion.

Lillie Stein:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to try look for book, may be the publication untitled Summer For The Gods: The Scopes Trial And
America's Continuing Debate Over Science And Religion can be excellent book to read. May be it could be
best activity to you.

Liza Serrano:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book Summer For The Gods: The Scopes Trial And
America's Continuing Debate Over Science And Religion to make your own reading is interesting. Your own
personal skill of reading skill is developing when you like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to



make you enjoy to study it and mingle the feeling about book and looking at especially. It is to be initial
opinion for you to like to open a book and examine it. Beside that the guide Summer For The Gods: The
Scopes Trial And America's Continuing Debate Over Science And Religion can to be your new friend when
you're experience alone and confuse in what must you're doing of that time.
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