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Axel Honneth has been instrumental in advancing the work of the Frankfurt School of critical theorists,
rebuilding their effort to combine radical social and political analysis with rigorous philosophical inquiry.
These eleven essays published over the past five years reclaim the relevant themes of the Frankfurt School,
which counted Theodor W. Adorno, Max Horkheimer, Walter Benjamin, Jürgen Habermas, Franz Neumann,
and Albrecht Wellmer as members. They also engage with Kant, Freud, Alexander Mitscherlich, and
Michael Walzer, whose work on morality, history, democracy, and individuality intersects with the Frankfurt
School's core concerns.

Collected here for the first time in English, Honneth's essays pursue the unifying themes and theses that
support the methodologies and thematics of critical social theory, and they address the possibilities of
continuing this tradition through radically changed theoretical and social conditions. According to Honneth,
there is a unity that underlies critical theory's multiple approaches: the way in which reason is both distorted
and furthered in contemporary capitalist society. And while much is dead in the social and psychological
doctrines of critical social theory, its central inquiries remain vitally relevant.

Is social progress still possible after the horrors of the twentieth century? Does capitalism deform reason and,
if so, in what respects? Can we justify the relationship between law and violence in secular terms, or is it
inextricably bound to divine justice? How can we be free when we're subject to socialization in a highly
complex and in many respects unfree society? For Honneth, suffering and moral struggle are departure
points for a new "reconstructive" form of social criticism, one that is based solidly in the empirically
grounded, interdisciplinary approach of the Frankfurt School.
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From reader reviews:

Freddy Lamberth:

In other case, little people like to read book Pathologies of Reason: On the Legacy of Critical Theory (New
Directions in Critical Theory). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we
know about how is important a new book Pathologies of Reason: On the Legacy of Critical Theory (New
Directions in Critical Theory). You can add expertise and of course you can around the world with a book.
Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can understand everything! From your country until finally
foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you can know that. In this
era, we could open a book or searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you
feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

Charles Massie:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different
you can read some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can
spent all day every day to reading a book. The book Pathologies of Reason: On the Legacy of Critical
Theory (New Directions in Critical Theory) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of individuals
who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space
bringing this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from the
smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book has high quality.

Jeffrey Chambers:

Beside that Pathologies of Reason: On the Legacy of Critical Theory (New Directions in Critical Theory) in
your phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the
knowledge you may got here is fresh from oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an older people
live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Pathologies of Reason: On the Legacy of Critical Theory
(New Directions in Critical Theory) because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you
oftentimes have book but you do not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this
within your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So
do you still want to miss this? Find this book along with read it from at this point!

Jean Gonzales:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is known
as of book Pathologies of Reason: On the Legacy of Critical Theory (New Directions in Critical Theory).
You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and



make a person happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from
one destination for a other place.
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