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This is the first in-depth biography of Rebecca Gratz (1781-1869), the foremost American Jewish woman of
the nineteenth century. Perhaps the best-known member of the prominent Gratz family of Philadelphia, she
was a fervent patriot, a profoundly religious woman, and a widely known activist for poor women. She
devoted her life to confronting and resolving the personal challenges she faced as a Jew and as a female
member of a

prosperous family. In using hundreds of Gratz's own letters in her research, Dianne Ashton reveals Gratz's
own blend of Jewish and American values and explores the significance of her work.

Informed by her American and Jewish ideas, values, and attitudes, Gratz created and managed a variety of
municipal and Jewish institutions for charity and education, including America's first independent Jewish

women's charitable society, the first Jewish Sunday school, and the first American Jewish foster home.
Through her commitment to establishing charitable resources for women,

promoting Judaism in a Christian society, and advancing women's roles in Jewish life, Gratz shaped a Jewish
arm of what has been called America's largely Protestant "benevolent

empire."

Influenced by the religious and political transformations taking place nationally and locally, Gratz matured
into a social visionary whose dreams for American Jewish life far surpassed the realities she saw around her.
She believed that Judaism was advanced

by the founding of the Female Hebrew Benevolent Society and the Hebrew Sunday School because they
offered religious education to thousands of children and leadership opportunities to Jewish women. Gratz's
organizations worked with an inclusive definition of Jewishness that encompassed all Philadelphia Jews at a
time when differences in national origin, worship

style, and religious philosophy divided them.

Legend has it that Gratz was the prototype for the heroine Rebecca of York in Sir Walter Scott's Ivanhoe, the
Jewish woman who refused to wed the Christian hero of the tale out of loyalty to her faith and father. That

legend has draped Gratz's life in sentimentality and has blurred our vision of her. Rebecca Gratz is the first
book to examine Gratz's life, her legend, and our memory.
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From reader reviews:

James Williamson:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something
that they don't wish do that. You must know how great and also important the book Rebecca Gratz: Women
and Judaism in Antebellum America (American Jewish Civilization Series). All type of book would you see
on many options. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

David Crockett:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Rebecca Gratz: Women and Judaism in Antebellum America (American
Jewish Civilization Series) book is readable by simply you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the
information here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving possibly decrease the
knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer of Rebecca Gratz: Women and Judaism in Antebellum
America (American Jewish Civilization Series) content conveys thinking easily to understand by many
individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different available as
it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Rebecca Gratz: Women and Judaism in Antebellum America (American
Jewish Civilization Series) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Janice Smith:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually Rebecca Gratz: Women and Judaism in Antebellum America
(American Jewish Civilization Series) why because the excellent cover that make you consider about the
content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or even cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Lola Kelly:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
when compared with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find
reserve that need more time to be study. Rebecca Gratz: Women and Judaism in Antebellum America
(American Jewish Civilization Series) can be your answer because it can be read by anyone who have those
short time problems.
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