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From the brilliantly green and glossy eggs of the Elegant Crested Tinamou—said to be among the most
beautiful in the world—to the small brown eggs of the house sparrow that makes its nest in a lamppost and
the uniformly brown or white chickens’ eggs found by the dozen in any corner grocery, birds’ eggs have
inspired countless biologists, ecologists, and ornithologists, as well as artists, from John James Audubon to
the contemporary photographer Rosamond Purcell. For scientists, these vibrant vessels are the source of an
array of interesting topics, from the factors responsible for egg coloration to the curious practice of “brood
parasitism,” in which the eggs of cuckoos mimic those of other bird species in order to be cunningly
concealed among the clutches of unsuspecting foster parents.

The Book of Eggs introduces readers to eggs from six hundred species—some endangered or extinct—from
around the world and housed mostly at Chicago’s Field Museum of Natural History. Organized by habitat
and taxonomy, the entries include newly commissioned photographs that reproduce each egg in full color
and at actual size, as well as distribution maps and drawings and descriptions of the birds and their nests
where the eggs are kept warm. Birds’ eggs are some of the most colorful and variable natural products in the
wild, and each entry is also accompanied by a brief description that includes evolutionary explanations for
the wide variety of colors and patterns, from camouflage designed to protect against predation, to
thermoregulatory adaptations, to adjustments for the circumstances of a particular habitat or season.
Throughout the book are fascinating facts to pique the curiosity of binocular-toting birdwatchers and
budding amateurs alike. Female mallards, for instance, invest more energy to produce larger eggs when
faced with the genetic windfall of an attractive mate. Some seabirds, like the cliff-dwelling guillemot, have
adapted to produce long, pointed eggs, whose uneven weight distribution prevents them from rolling off
rocky ledges into the sea.

A visually stunning and scientifically engaging guide to six hundred of the most intriguing eggs, from the
pea-sized progeny of the smallest of hummingbirds to the eggs of the largest living bird, the ostrich, which
can weigh up to five pounds, The Book of Eggs offers readers a rare, up-close look at these remarkable forms
of animal life.
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From reader reviews:

Nicholas Walsh:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or maybe playing video
games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read a new book. It
is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day every day to
reading a book. The book The Book of Eggs: A Life-Size Guide to the Eggs of Six Hundred of the World's
Bird Species it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These were
enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the
e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book
provides high quality.

Earnestine Marcus:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled The Book of
Eggs: A Life-Size Guide to the Eggs of Six Hundred of the World's Bird Species the mind will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be
your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a reserve then become one contact form
conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get just before. The The Book of Eggs: A Life-Size
Guide to the Eggs of Six Hundred of the World's Bird Species giving you one more experience more than
blown away your brain but also giving you useful data for your better life in this era. So now let us explain to
you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading
it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Kelli Smith:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Book of Eggs: A Life-Size
Guide to the Eggs of Six Hundred of the World's Bird Species can be the answer, oh how comes? The new
book you know. You are so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is
common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

William Looney:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but additionally novel and The Book of Eggs: A Life-Size
Guide to the Eggs of Six Hundred of the World's Bird Species or others sources were given expertise for
you. After you know how the good a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science book was
created for teacher as well as students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to add their knowledge.



In different case, beside science publication, any other book likes The Book of Eggs: A Life-Size Guide to
the Eggs of Six Hundred of the World's Bird Species to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types
of book like this.
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