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*Includes pictures *Includes excerpts from the speech *Includes reactions to the speech from newspaper
reports and audience members *Includes online resources and a bibliography for further reading *Includes a
table of contents “It is surely safe to assume that the thirty-nine framers of the original Constitution, and the
seventy-six members of the Congress which framed the amendments thereto, taken together, do certainly
include those who may be fairly called "our fathers who framed the Government under which we live." And
so assuming, I defy any man to show that any one of them ever, in his whole life, declared that, in his
understanding, any proper division of local from federal authority, or any part of the Constitution, forbade
the Federal Government to control as to slavery in the federal territories.” – Abraham Lincoln “[O]ne of the
most happiest and most convincing political arguments ever made in this City ... No man ever made such an
impression on his first appeal to a New-York audience." – Horace Greeley After the Lincoln-Douglas
debates made Lincoln a nationally recognized politician, Illinois papers began to mention Lincoln as a
Republican candidate for President throughout 1859. Lincoln was humbled, though a bit dumbfounded. He
thought himself more suited for the Senate, where he could orate and discuss ideas, and moreover there were
Republicans of much greater national prominence on the East coast, particularly William Seward. Lacking
any administrative experience, he wasn't sure he would enjoy being President, but even being considered was
a great honor, and he quietly thought the idea over. In fact, Lincoln was still not considered a real option for
the nomination until he delivered a speech at New York City’s Cooper Union in February 1860, just a few
months before the Republicans’ convention in May. Lincoln had gained a bit of a national profile by
debating Stephen Douglas during an Illinois Senate Race in 1858, and though he lost that election, Lincoln
continued discussing the same themes, most notably slavery and Dred Scott in his Cooper Union speech. In
the hard-hitting speech, Lincoln both deflected Southern criticisms and attacked them, chiding would-be
secessionists, “Your purpose, then, plainly stated, is that you will destroy the Government, unless you be
allowed to construe and enforce the Constitution as you please, on all points in dispute between you and us.
You will rule or ruin in all events.” Although just 7,000 words long, the Cooper Union Address was almost
universally praised in the North, and biographer Harold Holzer credited it for leading Lincoln to the
presidency: “Had Abraham Lincoln failed at his do-or-die debut in New York, he would never have won his
party’s presidential nomination three months later, not to mention election to the White House that
November. Such was the impact of a triumph in the nation’s media capital. Had he stumbled, none of the
challenges that roiled his presidency would ever have tested his iron will… He had arrived at Cooper Union
a politician with more defeats than victories, but he departed politically reborn.” This book chronicles the
history of the speech from its origins to its legacy. Along with pictures of important people, places, and
events, you will learn about the Cooper Union Address like never before.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Jones:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are reading
whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the person who don't like studying
a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you should have this The Cooper Union Address: The History of the Speech that Helped Abraham
Lincoln Win the Presidency.

Karen Ruiz:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming
to anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Cooper Union Address: The History
of the Speech that Helped Abraham Lincoln Win the Presidency is our recommendation so you keep up with
the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Olive Wilson:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different
to fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to consider look for
book, may be the publication untitled The Cooper Union Address: The History of the Speech that Helped
Abraham Lincoln Win the Presidency can be excellent book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

James Helm:

This The Cooper Union Address: The History of the Speech that Helped Abraham Lincoln Win the
Presidency is great book for you because the content that is full of information for you who have always deal
with world and get to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it facts accurately using great
organize word or we can declare no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you
can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but
challenging core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having The Cooper Union Address: The
History of the Speech that Helped Abraham Lincoln Win the Presidency in your hand like obtaining the
world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that offer you world with
ten or fifteen small right but this publication already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey



there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that?
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