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Style — the distinctive manner of presentation, construction, and execution in any art — is a topic of
primary importance in music history. This highly regarded text by noted musicologist Richard Crocker
(University of California, Berkeley) takes a much-needed fresh look at the subject and attempts to reshape
some basic ideas in the light of modern research. Seeking the reasons for stylistic change within the history
of style itself (rather than in the history of men or of ideas), this enlightening account shows how music,
growing out of its own past, has shaped its own development.
Professor Crocker's exceptionally clear and systematic presentation enables students to easily follow the
evolution of Western musical style from Gregorian Chant (ca. 750) to the atonal music of the mid-20th
century. The book stresses the continuity of basic musical principles over long periods of history, while it
explores in detail moments of high stylistic achievement and the composers who exemplified them.
Drawing of the earliest written records, Crocker begins his description and analysis of Western music's
changing style with a discussion of Frankish Gregorian Chant, laudes and melismas, and polyphony — the
leading medium of musical development after 1150. The author traces the progression of new polyphonic
forms from the Parisian motet of the 13th and 14th centuries through Italian song forms to the Franco-
Flemish style of the 15th and 16th centuries. This sweeping survey then documents the emergence of the
Classic Style after 1550, embodied in the music of such composers as Palestrina and Byrd, moves through
new Italian dramatic styles (1600–1650) and on to the harmonic and polyphonic contributions of the 17th-
and 18th-century masters.
With perception and insight, Crocker traces the creation of the German symphonic style, epitomized in the
works of Mozart, Beethoven, and Brahms, and deals with the parallel development of operatic style. An
illuminating examination of new styles after 1900, including the serial music of Schoenberg, Webern, and
Berg, concludes this exhaustive study.
Over 140 music examples complement Crocker's lucid text, and lists of Selected Study Materials for each
chapter are given at the back of the book. This work will be welcomed by music students at all levels, music
scholars, and the interested layman as well.
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From reader reviews:

Bruce Hardin:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine
the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When you
read this A History of Musical Style (Dover Books on Music), it is possible to tells your family, friends in
addition to soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a guide.

Rona Foret:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this A History of Musical Style (Dover
Books on Music) book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that may be
understand by anyone who all read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
producing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still question A History of Musical
Style (Dover Books on Music) as good book not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one
e-book that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick
this specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one
more sixth sense.

Paul Jackson:

The book untitled A History of Musical Style (Dover Books on Music) contain a lot of information on that.
The writer explains the girl idea with easy method. The language is very simple to implement all the people,
so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was authored by famous author. The
author brings you in the new time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can read more
your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-
book, you can wide open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice learn.

Ricky Bradley:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book A History of Musical Style (Dover Books on
Music) was bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book A History of
Musical Style (Dover Books on Music) has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until young adults. For
example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore not at
all of book usually are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the
best book in your case and try to like reading this.
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