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The Swedish scholar and prelate, Olaus Magnus (1490-1557), last Catholic archbishop of Uppsala, lived the
latter half of his life in exile. His devotion to his country and his people never faltered, nor his determination
to give them a glorious place on the European cultural map by his writings. On his justly famous Carta
Marina, published in Venice in 1539, he promised a fuller account of the North and its marvels. This he
accomplished in January 1555 when he issued from his own press in Rome his magnificent Historia de
gentibus septenrionalibus. This quarto volume of 815 pages, divided into 22 books and a total of 778
chapters, was lavishly illustrated with some 480 woodcuts, most of them closely relevant to the technical
matters discussed by the author. The book was an immediate success, and half a dozen editions appeared in
the century after Olaus’s death. It became even better known in an epitome published in Antwerp in 1558,
which was also frequently reprinted and translated. This appeared in English in 1658, but it is only with the
present version, complete with illustrations, that the whole work is made available to the English-reading
world. It is indeed only the second full translation to appear in modern times, preceded a Swedish version
published in four parts between 1909 and 1925. There is little history in the sense of chronological narrative
in Olaus Magnus’s Historia. It is rightly regarded as an ethnographic essay on an encyclopaedic scale,
touching on a vast variety of topics, snowflakes and sea-serpents, elks and artillery, sables and saltpetre,
watermills and werewolves. Much of it was culled from ancient authorities- it was a matter of patriotic pride
to identify the Swedes as the only legitimate descendants of the Goths- but much of it was derived from the
author’s personal observations, especially those made on his early travels in North Sweden. His pioneering
and sympathetic account of the Lapps and their way of life has attracted p
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From reader reviews:

Alice Black:

This Olaus Magnus, A Description of the Northern Peoples, 1555: Volume II (Hakluyt Society, Second
Series) (v. 2) book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you
obtain by reading this book will be information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get info which is
getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. That Olaus Magnus, A Description of the
Northern Peoples, 1555: Volume II (Hakluyt Society, Second Series) (v. 2) without we comprehend teach
the one who examining it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't be worry Olaus Magnus, A
Description of the Northern Peoples, 1555: Volume II (Hakluyt Society, Second Series) (v. 2) can bring once
you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in the lovely
laptop even cellphone. This Olaus Magnus, A Description of the Northern Peoples, 1555: Volume II
(Hakluyt Society, Second Series) (v. 2) having great arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not
experience uninterested in reading.

Elizabeth Pipkin:

The reason? Because this Olaus Magnus, A Description of the Northern Peoples, 1555: Volume II (Hakluyt
Society, Second Series) (v. 2) is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap this
but latter it will shock you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic
author who write the book in such awesome way makes the content on the inside easier to understand,
entertaining way but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating
having this any more or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of advantages than the
other book get such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking method. So , still want to
hesitate having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Beth Call:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Olaus Magnus, A Description of the
Northern Peoples, 1555: Volume II (Hakluyt Society, Second Series) (v. 2) which is obtaining the e-book
version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.

Travis Mahon:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific Olaus Magnus, A Description of the Northern
Peoples, 1555: Volume II (Hakluyt Society, Second Series) (v. 2) can give you a lot of close friends because
by you looking at this one book you have issue that they don't and make you more like an interesting person.



This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that possibly your
friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than some other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let's
have Olaus Magnus, A Description of the Northern Peoples, 1555: Volume II (Hakluyt Society, Second
Series) (v. 2).
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