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The face of Islam currently visible to the West bears the features of orthodoxy, fundamentalism, the so-
called "new anti-Semitism," and political terrorism. Images of inter-ethnic bloodshed in Iraq, bellicose
Iranian posturing, Al-Qaeda training camps, and zealot suicide bombers are the basic grammar of such
perception. While not entirely untrue, this portrayal of Islam also emanates from the 'villain hunger' of the
West, a hunger that has increased since the fall of the USSR. The false equation of 'Muslim' with 'Arab' has
also created stereotypes and ambiguities.

The fact is that most Muslims of the world are not Arab and many Arabs are not Muslims. Indeed the people,
culture, traditions, and even religious practices of Islam are highly varied and complex. Its belief systems
range from the austere Wahabbi rigidity to lyrical Sufi mysticism. Its cultural fabric includes the dark spots
of suppression of women on the one hand and breathtakingly beautiful fibers of calligraphy, architecture, rug
weaving, and romantic poetry on the other hand.

Attempting to advance knowledge about Islam and to create the possibility of a dialogue between Islam and
psychoanalysis, The Crescent and the Couch brings together a distinguished panel of Muslim and non-
Muslim contributors from the fields of history, religion, anthropology, politics, and psychoanalysis. Together
these authors highlight the world-changing contributions of prominent Muslim figures, and elucidate the
encounter of Islam with Christianity, Judaism, and Hinduism. Moving on to matters of family, individual
personality formation, human sexuality, and religious identity, they also address clinical issues that arise in
the treatment of Muslim patients as well as the technical work of Muslim psychoanalysts.

The book thus becomes a literary ambassador of sorts, bridging the conceptual gap between psychoanalytic
theory on the one hand and Islamic conceptualizations of life on the other. It is a work of synthesis at its best
and since bringing diverse thin
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From reader reviews:

Mildred Perkins:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible The Crescent and the
Couch: Cross-Currents Between Islam and Psychoanalysis? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You
realize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you
agree with it is opinion or you have other opinion?

Patricia McGuire:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this The Crescent and the Couch: Cross-Currents
Between Islam and Psychoanalysis reserve written by well-known writer who really knows well how to
make book which might be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written within good manner for
you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still doubt
The Crescent and the Couch: Cross-Currents Between Islam and Psychoanalysis as good book not only by
the cover but also from the content. This is one guide that can break don't judge book by its handle, so do
you still needing one more sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted
you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Ann Conley:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Crescent and the Couch: Cross-
Currents Between Islam and Psychoanalysis can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know. You are
consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So
what these ebooks have than the others?

Heidi Garcia:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This guide The Crescent and the Couch: Cross-Currents Between Islam and Psychoanalysis
was filled about science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your technology competence.
Some people has different feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can
really feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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